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MOSE 
- REVIVED: 


OR, 
( A Vindication of an 
Ancient and Righteous L2wot God 


againlt the finfull Cuſtome and Heathenitl 
Practice of Men 


Vherein the Unlawtulncts of Eating 
BLOOD is clearly proved by the Wenner 
God, delivered unto, taught and practiced 


by the Patriarcxe, Prophets ant Apdliles, 
rhe Church ot Cacitt and ancient Fathecs 
thereot. 


Aſlerted by 74hz core an unworthy 
Serene bf the © xd, whGT Mercies arc everlaſtia 
and the rruth ot whale Word endure:! trom got 
ration to generation, | 

IF oercwito 1s Added, 
Shoct Obſervations upon the 1 1 g9.PS ALM& 


N 
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b Wo 
Levit. 19,26, Te e ſhall ot cat Mood, neither jel ye ut I 
E nchaxtpiont s, 
| ——— 
' LONDON, 


Printed for Fiw, Brewfter, ard arc © be Told by 
#14444 Kiblew ite Bookiiller, ar Newpers in the 
Ile of wget 1669, 4 


WET Ii 
The Authors addrefle 


to the Supreme 
F _Faw <1 CIs | 


M FAS great and dreadful God 
bou that inbabiteſt Ftexni- 
ty, beholding from above all things 
that are done in Heaven and in 
Earth, and in «l places, We 
Throne 5 15 int ftimable, Ser. ory 
; Cannot be ek P ore 
| whom the Angels ſtand with (a- 
| cred trembling,whoſe Words truey 
| whoſe ſayings are conſtant; whoſc 
commandment s are ſtrong, +1 thine 

: | Kher are beth, wbeſe ; ag! 
everlg ofting, ent" e roghe Sh, 


of whoſe Laws endureth front ge- 

neration to generation. Pardon F 

pray thee, all my ſinfull frailties, 

my ill burbrandry of thy mercies, 

' my neglect of duties, my too fto- | 

| quent unſavory diſcourſe, and too 

much ſmful fulence, the deadneſs of | 

| my heart and the dulneſs of my ſþi- | 

| rit, my backwardneſs to dd what | 

| thou abſolutely commandeſt, + my | 

| promptneſs to obey the meer com- 

mands of men, my too. little eave of | 

the redemption of time, my coltneſs 

| in devotion, the Slrezght boundegd-'| 

neſs of my deſires afier ſpiritat' and | 
eaventy things, my too much : inp-\ 

patience under the leaft ero yl 

| too much A 

of thy Sons blood wy 

Ts Potherly love, lhe: Co in 


ray y 


.- 


| 


chray Yo help"ts'bear my _ 
fed #ty burtbin.s. vv 604, 
' Dit above M\youba Canfey feof 
the ears -tneſſe- of iy pron ul 
naugbyy i att, *whioly ever altd is 
ron 38 ſtartling aftle » fromthe 
ftraightway 6f 3} bj Probreonel aus; 
HAY PP cfots ſake prifie:pitg and 
> y (0nl rohonty of theſe Or 
ed Cefn} xk'w = 
that Der me from Hoing thy 
37 Julh h' Frame of ſpirit as þ a 
too s _ b 4 becanſe Fain oo 
witrſ)9)e by BRYN you 
haves ale 1d 
Gio Yhe'w ne ons wes OP 
Cake Np ret 
graviouſly to acc of Ing my Kan 


which IT bave publiſhed to the 
wort 54 —_—_ of my lowe to 


thy 


3 


thy. ancient Laws, aud bleſſe and 
ſandifie it to the. readers that they 


mayperuſe it without prejudice of | 


ſpictt euther to thy Lew it ſelf or ts 
ore the weakand unworthy afſertor 
of it, and opex the eyes of their u- 
aerftandings thet they may ſee the 
weight and worth, the antiquity 
and. permanency. of thy righteous 
Laws, by which, both they and I, 


and ell the world muſt be judg 1 in | 


that great axd. notable day of thy 
Sous appearance, to whom, with 
thy ſelf end boly:ſpexit be gſcribed 
4h; hanonr and. glory, power and 
preiſe, might, majeſty and demini- 
9g, obedientce and PANS 
world without end. * . 
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PEPEAVLS CONAPDIN 


To the Worſbipful, my ever Honoured 

Brother, Hugh Jones, Eſ: q3 one of his 
4 Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace, for the 
County of Cornwal: Ard to his Ge[o- 
wed Brother, M..John Jones, 4 Citt- 
zen and Merchant of the once famous 


City of London. 


F Aion be the life of Faith /as undoubt- 
edly it is) that man then is deceived in 

his Evidence, that thinks to word out his Sal- 
vation. For the ground ct true Faith, doth 
not confiſt in a Verbal confefſion of Chriſt, 
but in a Humble and a Sincere conformity of 
Actions to tis juſt and holy Commands : 
Obedience to the Commands of his Mouth, 
being berter then all the Sacrifices and Free- 
will-offerings that any of the Sons of Men 
can offer up unto him ; for it is not Words, 
but Works, that will make any man a Son of 
Alrabaw, and conſeqnently a Child of God. 
If none but the Righteous ſhall enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven,the Sons and Dangh- 
ters of Men muſt -be made: ſo whilt they ate 
in this life, which cannot be by Words, bur 
| © Works; 


The Epiſile Dedicatory, 
Worl.s : For thas it is written of Zacbariab, 
aud Elizebecb, Luke 1; 6. And they. were 
beth Righteous before God, walking in all the 
Commundznents and Ordinances of the Lord, 
blame/e/s, Mark, Ipwy'yon Sir, The eni- 
dence of their Righteouſneſs was, that they 
walked in all 'tne Commandments and Ordi- 
'nances of the Lord, blameleſs. "Tis true, 
That a Behever by the words of his mouth, 
makes a confeſlion of his Faith, but demon- 
ſtrates the righteouſneſs.of it, by a&s of ſound 
Obedience, 

And this alſo is moſt clearly manifeſt; by 
the many ſiveet, and facred,. holy and: und}$- 
filed words of Jeſus Chriſt (the true and 
faithful witneſs) recorded in the Goſpel, of 
which theſe following are, ſome, Not every 
one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; but he 
that doth the will of my Father which 38 1n 
Heavev, . Many will ſay to me in that day, 
Lord, Loid, have we. not. prophefied in thy 
Name; and' in thy Name have caſt oat de- 
vils, and in thy Name done many wonderful 
wosks ?72== (but not works of Righteouſ(- 
any then will I profeſs unto them, I ne- 
ver knew you,: depart, from me ye that== 
© work== iniquity, Aer. 7, 21, 22,23. If 
ye know theſe things, happy are ye if ye do 
thems Jobs 13. 17. Bleſled are they that ey 

is 


Ly 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
his Commandments, that they may have righ 
tw the Tree of Life, and may enter in through 
the Gates into the City, Kev. 22. 14. From 
the Teſtimony of theſe ſacred Writings, 1t is 
evident, that the promiſes of Eternal lite, 
ace iſſued forth to the Sons of men, upon con» 
ctzon of harkning to Chrift's Voice , and 
obeying his Commands, according to theſe 
other Teftimonies, Atts 3.22. For Moſes 
teuly ſaid unto the Fathers, a Prophet thall 
the Lord your God raiſe up unto. you of your 
Brethren, like unto me, him (hall ye hear an 
all things, whatſoever he ſhall fay unto yoo. 
And it ſhall 'come to paſs , 'that that. foul 
which will not hearken unto that Prophet, 
ſhall be cut off from amooyſt: his people. 
And what this great Prophet hath Gid con- 
cerning mans future happineſs, hear his own 
words, Luke 6. 46, And oo call ye we, 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which 1 
ſay. Whoſoever cometh to me, and heareth * 
my ſayings and doth them, 1 will ſhew you 
to whom he 1$ like; he is like, a man which 
buile an Houſe, and digged deep, and laid 
the foundation on a Rock , 'and when the 
Flood aroſe, the Stream beat vehemently up- 
on the Houſe, but could not ſhake it, for 3t 
was founded upon 2 Rock : But he that hear- 
eth my words and doth them not, is like 3 
man that without a foundation, built an Houſe 
upon 


The Epiſtile Dedicatory; 
gpon the Earth, againſt which the Stream did 
bear vehemently , and immediately u fell, 
aad the cuine of that Houſe was great. And 
elſewhere, Fobn 14. 21. He that hath my 
Commandments and keepeth them, he it 1s 
that loveth me, and he that loveth me, (hall 
be loved of my Father ; and we will come 
unto him , and make our abode with bim. 
This 1s the method of Gods mind and Will, 
throughout the - whole Body of Sacred Writ, 
unto Which whoſoever will not conform, he 
1s never like to ſee the Face of God, to the 
comfort of his foul, Now amongſt the reſt 
of Gods moſt Sacred Laws, and juſt Com- 
mands, which (under every daſpention of his 
mind to the' ſons of men, both before the 
*.Law, under the Law, and fince the Law) 
he hath commanded Rrialy to be obſerv'd and 
kept : Abſtinence from cating Blood, is one, 
Which any man (not wedded to his own 
will) that ſhall read this Book throughout, 
may eakly diſcern, which 1 have with hetle 
labour Compoſed; and for this end, Dedi- 
cated to your - worthy ſelves , that you may 
perfeRly underſtand he grounds of my Faith, 
refuſing to: defile my Conſcience by eating 
(contrary to the Laiv of God) the Life-blood 
of any Creature; which upon your ſerious 
and wiſe peruſal, you ſhall find to be artefied 


dy no other evidences, then what have pro- 
| ceeded 
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The Epifile Dedicatory- 
ceeded from the Living, Eternal, and onely 
tViſe God. Unto whoſe Grace and Favour, 
both in this life, md in the life to come, I 
unfeignedly recommend you both, together 
with all your moſt worthy and numerous Rela» 
tions, with this Subſcription, that I am 


Written from Weſt- T vr eſs 
Cows, in tbe Iſle of : 
Wight, naworthy Brother and 
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To my ever Hunauredy Prudeat, and Ver- 
twous Sijter, Mrs. Dorothy Jones, 
a Religious Branch of "the ſame Pg- 
mly, 
c 
Iſter, when firſt our great Creator did, 
g Give Fleſh to man to cat 5 he Blood torbid, 
Concerning which, his juſt Commands are ſuch, 
"Tis fin to cat, 2 Dcmy fin ts touc!), 
OurNyful Parents at the firſt did crave, 
What God reſery*'d, and ro himſelf did fave. 
And we like (1nf] Off-ſprings from his Loins, 
Prelume to cor, what he himſelf cejoyns 
We ſhail not ec; Ah, curfcd ſinful Nature, 
That darc contend ang rive with its Creator. 
Nay we arc worſe then they, if worſe may be, 
For they when they had caten of the Tree, 
Confeſt their fin, onely the guile they'd places 
Upon the Serpenc * Bur we to his face 
Do plead againſt his law, as if not good, 
And fodefying him do cat that Blood. _ 
Which our Fore-Fathers durſt not dare to dog 
For fear Gods ar.2er ſhould thereon enſue. 
How can ir ftand with perfeR Rightcouireſs, 
So hrm a Law, thas daily corranſgyels ? 
Did God give man his Laws ? and not expe, 
He ſhould obedient!y on. them reflc&. 
With all his heart > and exerciſe his Feet, 
To tread thoſe anticnt Paths, which once were ſweets 


—__ 


To thaſc whoohee were enneed weghceous men 54 
How comes it now ts paſs ? From-whence, or when þ 
Did the Almizhty null, or elſe make-/void - 
His facred Laws ? Neyer, for't can't be ſaid, 

Or proy'd by (acred Writ, It therefore ftands 

Stili unrepeal'd, amongſt his Juſt Commagnes. 

Which 1 aHirm, as þ have done before, 

And to the (ame, ſubſcribe my Name 
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To the Impartial and 


anbiaſſed Reader, Peace from God and 
an underſtanding Heart be multi- 
plyed; and given, 


f —_ the reft of the Sons of Men 

but by their publick Teftimony, 
have declared therr of unto and apyro- 
bation of the permanency of theſe a 5 
Laws which the ozly wiſe God, for the honor 
of his Name did firifly imjojn our fore-fa- 
thers to obſerve and Leep for the well-being 
of them and their ſeed after them throu; hs 
out all generations, 1 have adventured to 
intrude my unworthy ſelf for one, 1 believe 
many of you will paſi hard and uncharitable 
Cenſures upon me for it, 1 expe no leſſe, 
and ey op hove before hand arm'd my 
ſelf with a reſolution (cap a pe) ro receive 
all the ſbafts that ſhall y any bands tethrown 
6gainſt me, aud to endure them with pati- 
Wee, 


The Epiſtle to the Readcr: 
ence, berauſe I kuow whoſe word it 2s that 
T have grounded my faith and pratiice up- 
On, I hikewiſe am a{javed that I ſkall hgve 
many exemies 1n this thing, but am com» 
forted in this, that I ſball have one friend, 
even God ;, whoſe Law I will vindicate 6+ 
gainſt all, that contemn it, for what will it 
profit, if-all the world be friends and God 
an enemy, or what harm can the enmity of 
the world do,if God te a friend jt us a light 
thing to fall into the hands of mort all men, 
but a fearfull thing to fall into the bands of 
the wing God who am 1 thenthat be afrard 
of a man, that ball dye,' or of the ſun of man 
that ſhall come to nought:1n brief, every dt- 
ſpenſation of Gods Laws recorded,in the ſa» 
ered Scriptures 15 direlly agata(t caring tood 
& 70: one of the Laws of any one true Chri- 
ſttaw Prince that [ know of emo ms ir;ſo that 
I am ſure I have the Law of God on my fide, 
the praftical teſtimony of man 1) thouſands of 
Gods dear ſerwan's,and no Law of any tra- 
ly prows Prince ayatn\l me, and therefore n0 
ns Un: cuſtomary 1gnorance, the pra- 
tree of Gentil:ſm and the Idolatrous error 
of the Apoſtate Church {of Rome, 1f any of 


** 
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peſtle to The REaGcr, 
[7 be otherwiſe minded, God / hope will 
reveal it unto y0u.1n bis own time, and al- 
though many of you do not preſently recetie 
it, I ſhall na: much wonder, being ſatisfied 
with that ſaying, of the Sow of God, tu the 
Gofpel, No man having drank old wine 
preſently defireth new, for be ſaith, the. 
old is better ; fir#t read, ad then cenſure 


the honeft intent of 


Your fellow Scrvant in 
the Lords Vineyard, 


FM. 


(1) 
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It is not lawſul (and therefore ſinful) fer 
any man or woman to eat Rlood (viz) 
the L:fe-blood of any Creature, 


JT « prove thir, 
Will firſt produce the Teſtimonies of ſacred Writ 
which contain Gods ſtrickt command againſt ity 
and the Univerſal . conſent of the Patriarchs, 
Prophets and Apoſtles, and the PraRtice of all 
the crue ſeryants of God in their dayes. 
2+ I will propeund ſome Queries to theſe thar ci« 
ther ignoranrly or wilfully do cranſgreſs the Law of 
God in cating it. / 
$3. I will lay down my 6wn Reaſons, why. dence, 
nor dare not cat Blood. 
4. *nſwer the ObjeRions which are _ 
brought againſt the Command, and clear the mi 
of God in clioie Scriprutes, which arc commenly al» 
iedged for the lawfulneſs of cating it+ 
$. Propound ſome Cunliderations from all cheſs 
things to thoſe that will not be convinced is theie 
judgment, chat it iz unlawful to cat blood, 


The Scripture Teſtimonies are theſe following, 
And God bleſſed Noah and his Sous, and ſaid ants 
- B fren 


{ 


2 
then 'be ſruitfal and multiply, ard riplexiſh the cath, 
Gen. 9.v.1. | 

And the fear of you, and the die:d of you ſhall be 
upon ery beaſt of the Eaith, and upon the Fowl of tle 
Air, upon all tkat moveth upon the Earth, ard upon all 
the Fiſhes of the Ser, into your band art they delivers/, 
Verſe 3. 

Every moving thing that lives, ſhall be meat ſor you ; 
tg the \grcen Herb, bave 1 given you all things, 
Verle 3. 

But Fleſh with the Liſe thereof, which is the-Bloo4 
th:reof, ſhall you not eat, Verſc 4. 

2. Scripture Teltimome, Lev. 7.26,27. 

Moreover, Tt ſhall cat n6 manner of Blood, (whe- 
ther it be of Fow!, or of Btaft) in any of your dwellings, 
Ver. 26. | 

Whatſocucy Fowl it be- that eateth any manne#+ of 
Blood, even thit Fowl ſhall be cut off from among the 
people, Verle 27, 


The 3d. Ley. 17. 10, It, 12, 13, 14- 

And whaiſoruer man there be of the Houſe of Lirael, 
or of the Stranger that ſojourn amocg/t you, that eateth 
any manner of Blood ;, 1 will cyin ſt my Face againſt 
that ſoul that eateth Blood, and wifi cut bim off from 

amove bis people, Verſe 10, 

Foy the Life of the Fleſh # in the Blood, and I bayt 
iven it to you whm% the Altar, to make an Attorement 
or your ſouls, [or it is the Blood that maketh as Attous 

meut (or the ſouls Verſe 11, 

Toer(fere 1 ſail wito the Childiee of Uracl, uo ſar 
of you ſhall eat Blon”, wither ſhall avy Strarger that ſ#- 
J0-a6th amo & you it Blaod, Verlt 12. 

And whitſoeur; min there br amoig you of the Chil- 
drengf Irae!, orof tir Strrns's that , ſogann among (t 
you, which Ia tetb a4 cahet'-a y Perit or Fowl that 
mv 


_ 


(3) 


5, my be eaten, OR yt out the Blood thereof, 
£17, 


\axd cover it with duſt, Ver 

For it is the life of «fl rib, the Blood of it is for 
the Life thereof * therefore I ſaid rs the Children of 16+ 
rael, ye ſhall eat the Plood of xo manacy of fleſh, for the 
life of all fleſh is th: Blood thercg', whoſorver cateth it 
ſhall be cat off, Verſe 14. 


The 4th. Ley, 19. 36. 


Te [hall not eat any thing with the Blood, neither ſhall 
Je uſe Ic) antments, nor obſe+ 8 Times, 


The $th. Deut. 12, 15, 16. 
, Notwithſtanding, thoy mayft kill ard eat fleſh in aff tly 


Gates, whatſoever thy foul luſfteth after, according to 
the bleſſing f the Lord thy Goa which be hath given ther, 
the cleax and the unclean may tat there, Vere 15. 


Only ye ſhall nat eat the bleed, ye ſhall pow? it upon the 
Earth 45 water, 
- 


The 6th. Deur, x5. 21, 22, 23+ 


If there be any blemiſh in the firftlings of thy Floth, as 
if it be Lame, or Bliud, of have ary iff Blemiſh, thes 
ſhalt not Secrifice it to the Lord thy Gol ; thew ſhalt ear 
it withi« thy Gates, the waclean and the clean perſe.u 
ſbill eat it aliige, as the Ror-Buck, and tht Hart : onely 
thou ſhalt not eat th: bleed thereof, thew ſhalt pour it on 
the ground a3 water, 


The 7th- Sacred Teſtimony, 1 Sam. 14. 33, 33,34- 


Ard the propre flew apon the Stoyl, and took Sheep, 
| and Orin, and Calyts, ard flew them 08 the ground, 
n B 2 vt 


(4) 
64d the pcople did eat them with the B'oory then they told 
Saul, ſq1:g, the prople fix againſt the Lord, is that | 
they cat ws the Blood. Aud bt ſaid, ye bave tranſ= | 

eſſed, roll « gyeat ſtone to me this day. And Saul | 
Eid, Diſperſe your ſelves amongſt the prople, and ſay 
wnto them, bring m* hither every max Ins Or, and wy'ry 
mas his Sheep, ard ſlay them here, and eat, and fit not 
exinſt the Lord in catiog with the Bloo!, 


The 8th. Sacred Tcſtimonic, Ezck. 33. 25,26. 


Whereſwe ſay wito them, thus ſaith the Lord God, 
ye tat with the Bler', and liſt up your eyes to your Tels, 
end ſbed blood, and ſball (ye poſſeſs the I and.--=— Te 

upon your Sword, ye work Abomiaation, ani defile 
every ane bis Neighbours wife, and (balf ye poſſeſs the 
Laid ? 


Os 


The 9th, Eztk. 23 36, 37+ 


The Lord ſaid moreover wito m', Son of Man, wil: 
tbe. judge Aholah, «x4 Aholibak, yer, declare unto 
thew tbrir Abominations,o-—- That they bate committed | 
Adultiry, 41d Flood M Is thei; hands, and with thur | 
Idels bave they committed Adultery y and have y/ | 
tanſes their ſong, whom they bore #119 Ks 10 paſs for 
thew the-ww the fire to devour then, compared with 
Chap, 24. Verſe 9, Her bloed js in the midſt of ber, 
ſhe ſet it xpo« t'e tap of a Rack, ſhe poured it nat upon | 
the graxns to coutr it with duſt, | 


The z1eth, Wiſd. 13. 3, 4+ 5, 6+ { 


For it was thy will to deſtroy by the bmds of aur Fa« | 
thers, to thoſe ol1 In'abitents of thy boly Lud, whos | 
they batedſt for doing maſt 6div4; works of pm | 


(5) 
and with d Sacvifices ; and aſe thoſe muriilefs acſy- 
ers of Childrer, and A. ont of Mtn 1-fleſb, 

Braſts of Blood, 'Vith their Priefts out of the midſt 
their Idolatrons crow, and the Parints that killed wi 
their ow band:, ſouls deſtitute of help, 


The ith, Teftimonic, AQs 5. 


Verſe 32. Then it pleaſed the Apeſiles and Eldrys, 
with th: whole Church, to ſend choſen men of their own 
conprry to Antioch, with Paul and Barnabas, namely 
Judas Gramd Barkabas, aud Silas, chief men amony 
tie Br thren, 

Verſe 24. Ard wrote Letters by them after this man« 
ney, the Aroiles, and Riders, an1 Brethren, ſerd greet- 
ine wato the B tthren which avec of the Gentiles in Anti» 
«ch, in Sigia, anf Cilicia, ver'c 24. Foraſmuth as we 
have ber that (trtain which went out f on #5, beve 
trwblet yo! with words, ſuboroting your ſouls, ſayings 
ye milt be Circumniſe! aid kerr the Low, to whon we 
gire n0 ſu hcommintment, 

Verſe 25, It ſiemed, gord wite nt being aſſembled to» 
ge!er with one atcart, to ſead chiſer men unto you, with 
wer bled Barnabas and Paul, verſe, 26. Men thit 
nut kata did thiir lives for the Name ff our Lord Fee 
ſur, ver. 27, ""ehate ſnt they fore Judas and Silas, 
who Þ ill oſs ill youu the ſane things by moth, 

Verſe 23. Fur it f' emed 100 | to the Holy Ghoſt, and 
to «1, fo Ly tor you "a OVeiter buthen thes theſe things 
neceſſz y, vir. 29. Thit ye abſtair from meats offe+e1 
wato 1ig's, 414 from Blot, ani from things Straxgled, 
and from Fornicatio”, from which, if ye keep your ſelver, 
ye ſhill dowell, Fre ye well, 

Verie 30 Sowhen thy w 1+ diſmiſſed, rhey cane to 
Amioch, + 4 when they kd githered the multitnae toe 
g:tbT, they 4r{intied the Epitle, ver, 31. Which when 

B 3 tbey 


('6 


read, they regoyeed for the Conſolation, 

ſe 33. Ard Judis ard Silavy being Propber; alſo 
themſelu's, exborted the Brethren with mary words, and 
corfirm:d thim. This done, Judas returred to Jeru- 
ſalem, ani Silas abode with Paul, with whom (after 
they had abode a while at Antioch) be travelled ts viſt 
th Cities that hal received the Goſptl,---o- and as - 
went thorow the Cities, they del:urred them the Drerees 
for to keep, that were ordained of tht Apoſtles and El- 
ders that were at Jeruſalem, and ſo were the Church's 
eftabliſhed in tbe Faith, and incriaſtd ia number dayly, 

hap. 16. Yer. 4, Fo 


x 


The 12th, Sacred Teſtimonic, Aft 21. 25. 


As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have write 
ten and concluded, that they obſerve no ſuch thing, ſave 
only that they keep chemſctves from thi:gs offered unto 
Idols, and from blood, and from things Strangledy and 
from Formcation, 


All Scripture was given by Inſpiration of God, 
and bring proficable for Dodrine, it will be conve» 
nient betore we proceed any further, to obſcrye what 
Dotrine rheſe Scriptures exhibit to the Sons of Men. 
- na very many , whereof theſe fellowing are 
ome. 


Obſervations upon the foremeatiancd Striptmes. 


r. Obſer, That when God at firſt gave unto Mn 
the freedom and liberty to ear Fleſh, he ſraightly 


charged and commanded him in killing ir, not to car 
tht blood, 


®, OWf.r. That blood was nevet ordained of God 
to be ſood for man, 3. Obs 
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(7) 
$- Obſer. That he then char makes Blood any part 
of his food, cars ir eirher ignerancly or wilfullyl in 
oppolition to a divine Ordinance, 


4. Obſer. That when Ged at firſt gave unto mn 
this Law, to the intent that he might deter him 
from ſatisfying his luſt in the breach *f ir, (v 2.) 
in cating Blood, he joyn'd it with the loud crying fin, 
and high capiral crime of Murder. 


5. Obſer. That there is a paralel berween the fin of 
eating Blocd, and Ad:ims cating the forbidden Fruic ; 
for as at firſt, when God pains Adam his food 
he reſerved the Tree in the midſt of the Garden, an4 
charged him nor t9 cat of ir, whilf he was yer in In- 
necency, So when God had cleanſed the world by 

fo eof Water; and Noab again, in a ſecond 
ſtate of Innocency, when God appointed him his 
tood, he reſerved the Life blood in the mid} of th: 
Creature, and charged him not to Cat it,=- » 


6. Obſer. That abſtinence from cating Blood, is 
an At of Obedience tv x righteous. Law, EnaRted at 
firſt by a righreous God, and delivered by Him to a 
righteous Perſnn, w be ſtrictly obſerved and kepr by 
him and his ſced afrer him, even to all ſucceedin 
Generations. For as his Mevey is everliſting, ſs thus 
trathof his word endurtth from Geatration to Gene-« 
ration, 


7. Obſer. That in this favour which God gave to 
Noab, to ext all Fleſh of Beaſts, Birds, and Fiſhes, 
and his charge not to cart the Blood ; he puts Him in 
mind of his Original favour to Adm, in giving him 
evcry green Herb, 'that ſo he might not forget Or1gi- 
n1l fin,.---- God in his wiſdom thought good, _ 
to do {9 * B 4 Thete 


75" "ns 
Theſe Obſervations are clear from the Primitive 
inſtiruion of this Ordinance, 


From righteous Noah, I will deſcend to faithful 
Moſes, and ery what we can obſerve from his Writings 
concerning thus Law. 


$8, 9bſer. That thoſe that wilfully Giv againſt this 
Law, by catirig that blgod which God hath forbid= 
den, is not worthy the name of 2 good and farthful 
ſeryant, nor like to enyoy an incereſt in the Priviledges 
which belong to his Servants. That ſoul ſhall be cut off 
from his propleyon-< Lev. 7. 37. faith he, for he can» 
pot be found in Faith, t!1at 14 lame in obcdience 3, noi 
true in Faith, that is falle in obedience, 


9. Obſcr. Thar God will ſet his face againft thar 
Joul, that ſees his heart and hand againſt him in the 
wilful breach of this Law, Lc. 19, ro They that 
break the Cords of his Law, and caſt them from 
them, have a word againſt chem, that threatens to 
daſh chem alunder. 


10, Obſti, That thoſe who by word or ations 
endeavours to cur «ft this Law trom the reſt of his Laws 
and Ordinances, had need to take heed t':ey be not 
cut cf rhemſclyes from the rrue fellowſhip and come 
munion of the Saints of Gud- | 


tr. O'ſcr. That this fin of cating Blo-d is fo de» 
reſtable ro God, thit they that do wiltuily car it, 
render !hem(ſclves as juſtly odivus to him, 4 choſe cthac 
aſe inchanrments, Lev. 19. 26. 


13. Obſcr. That the fin of cating Blood, coulcry 
the ſoul with rhe deep tinfure of Logragtuge, m_ 
0 


: 
: 


| 
' 


| 
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(9) 
of all other fins, huwang frailey is moſt monſtrovs, 
Iigrati:udo enim monſtruam ift 1s Nita, lngratitude 
is a Monſter in Nature, — 

If an earthly Potenrate; ſhould give ro one of his 
Subje&s 2 Farm worth a Thouſand pound a Year gra- 
tis and free, reſerving no wore guc of it eo hindfelf, 
but one Acre of graty, and thy. man is whom it's 
given, thall enter upon that firſt, 2nd cat it with his 
Calf, every one that hears of it, will furcly judg him 
an ungratctul wretch, — * Why cruly, *.15 the ſarsc 
thing ber» xe God and qazn, in this thing, 

Gud hath given us every thing of all his Crea- 
tures, the Blood onely cxcepteds and we we firſt 
(eizing chat co our own uſc,— for thelc arc the wores 
of God, Be. 12. I5s 16+. Thew miyelt kill and cat 
fich in aff thy gates, Whartloever, (note rhe word) 
#41ſoev'r thy ſoul lwfteth after, acco-cang 19 the bicifone 
of the Lad thy Get, which he barb giv tht, orfyon—s 
ye [Lall cot cat the blood, What can poſſibly be more 
clear, for my part I know not,— 


13+ Obſtr, Thar thoſe our of contempt and ſcorn 
to this Law of God, refuſe according to this Com+« 
mandment, to x our ouc the Blood upon the ground, 
may very probably feel the wrath of Gd, when it is 
ponred out wpon the Sons of men for their Diſobedi» 
<nce. 


From che government of the people of God by hi 
Ka under Moſes, we _ deſcend to the inflired 
Frophets, begin with Samael, train'd y 
his Child-hoofiorhe Temple of God, _ 
revealed all his Yecrets. And in his tire we 
hall find this ' Ordinance te contirue in force, 
3 Sams 14. 3b» JÞo 34+ 


34. Obſce. 


(16) 


24. Obſer. Thar many knowing people, not mind- 


© ing their dutiful reſpeR to all the Commands of God, 


do raſhly and woadviſedly run chemſclves inro the 
dangerous evil of this fin. 


T5. Obſer, Thar the knowledg of 'rhis fin of eating 
Blood, is ſo great a miſtery ro moſt people, that they 
iaſtife chemſelves in it, as if it were no fin at all. 
Te bave trasſyreſſed, or as the Heb. hath ir, Te bave 
dealt treach:rouſly,— Sanl's words ſound us if they 
were an aalwer to the peoples diſowning it to be a fin, 


From the Prophet $amwel, we will go co che Propher 
Extkiel, and hear what he (vith, 'in Vindication of 
this Law, againſt the breakers of it, Chap, 37.25- 


16. Obſer. Thar che (in of cating Blood (as light 
as men make of it) ſtands upon Recore, and is pur 
upon the File, in che black Liſt of other dangerous 
fins, as Murder, Enchantmer es, Idolatry, Adultery, 
Fornicytion, Ec. « 


17. Obſer. That the cating of Blood, was once 
an Abomingrien iv the fight of God, and I much 
queſtion, whicher thac which once was an Abuming- 
tion zo God, can ever be delightful ro him. 


From the Prophets (who were all of one mind) we 
will deſcend to the laſt Adminiſtration of che mind 
and will of God, revealed to the Sons of Men, 
by the Apoſtles and Primitive Church of the Geſ- 
peljmnm Af) 15, — In this Record of Sacred 
Writ, 6. things are confiderable,— 


2, Thar there was generab Adembly (or us Fuſt- 


's calls ity a general Council) mer cogerher at 
, hes? * beth. Jeri 


TIES TY 
' Cee 
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(11) 
1 j 
Feruſalew, and the third that we read of afrer Chiifts 
Aſcenrtion. : 

2. Who the perſons were t!:4r met in this Aﬀembly, 
vix; tlic Apoſtles, Elders, and Church of Chiifſt, 


3. The end of their Aſſembling together , and 
that was, to end the ſtrife and controverſie char 
betwixt the beleiving Zews and Gentiles, how tar Bee 
leivers art bound fince the coming of Chriſt ro Moſes 
Law. 


4. Who was the cheif Counſeller in this Aﬀem- 
bly, and that was the Holy Ghoſt, it ſcemed good to 
the Holy Ghoſt, and to ug — 


F. What their concluſion and reſult of the matter 
was, the Decrez it ſelf (hews. 


6. The Meſſengers that publiſhed this Decree, 
were Paul, and Barnabas, Judas, and Silas, two of 
them Apoſtles, and the other two chicf Elders of che 
Church, 


Whence we may obſerve, 


18. Obſer. That the Antient Ordinance againſt 
eating Blood (delivered firſt to the Patrizrchs, by 
God the Father, afterwards to the Prephers, by God 
the Sen, and laſtly to the Apoſtles, by God the Holy 
Ghoſt, yielded unco by the Pacriarchs, conſented unto 
by the Prophets, and by a joyn A ent of the 
Apoſtolical Church, Conkrmed Ratified by z 
Sacred Deeres, is to continue 4 ing Rule for 
Chriſtian obedicngt. And therefore it follows, 


19. 05 


(12) 

" 29+ Obſcr. That ic is not a thing indifferent (as 
ſome cerm it) but a ching n<cef{ary, ro complent the 
Praftical Righteouſneſs of a Chriſtians life, ro ab+ 
flain from caring Blood, And if fo, then & 

20. Obſcr. They that car Blood, eſpecially of choſe 
thar profeſs the Clriſtiin Religivn, cat it out of wil. 
ful Ignorance, in dehance of a clear and manifeſt 
eruth of Gods revealed Will and Teſtament, both 
Old and New ; and out of a Crois-graindnels of [pis 
rit, refuſe ro walk by the ſame Rule, and tread in 
the ſame Foorfteps which the Servants of God and 
Cheiſt have anticntly walked in, 


Theſc things righely wcigh:d and conſidered, produce 
theſe Queries, which | propound to the Conlides 
eation of all Non-Conformiſts, to this Antrenc 
Ordinance. 


rt. Duty, Whether that Law wiich was EnzRed 
by fo powerful za Mj:ſty, as of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, and with all duritul reſpe& and rever- 
ence reccived and practiſed by the Vatriarchs betore 
the Law, by the Prophets under the L1w, and by the 
Apodles fince the L1w, may be liglvly regarded and 
ſet at nought by us now ? 


2, Duery, Whether there be any more wayes le2d- 
ing to Eternal Happineſs beſides one ? whither the 
Saints of old did not walk in it } ang whether we arc 
net adviſed and commanded to follow their Steps, and 
walk in their Wayes ? as inf Cant. 1+7. Fer. 6. 16, 


3. Suty. Wherher it is likely chen, char we (hall 
ft down hereafrer with the Parriarchs, Prophers, and 
Apeliles, in the Kingdom of Heaven z cacepr we 

walk 


/ 
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(13) | 
walk in the ſame way that they did when they were 
on earth ; the ſaine work, the ſame wages ? 


4. Bury. Whether it be not a ſhame for Chriſtians to 
ſay, that the Scriptures are the ground their Faich, 
and the Rules of their Lives, yea, and acknowledg 
them to be the Word of God, and deny to conform 
to it, Quareling, Wrangling, and Arguing againſt 
the Commands thereof. Bur let all ſuch know rhat 
Gol himſelf will one day ayenge the quarrel of his 
C Ovenant o— ; 4 


S. Outy, Whether ic be not inconſiſtent with true 
Chrittian-wiſdom, for any one that makes a profeſ- 
fion of Chritanity, ro murmur and diſpute againſt 
that which he is commanded todo > Phil, 2, 12. 


6. Ny, Whether / peſtolical Decrees are eo be 
kept by we Churc::.cs of Chriſt now, cr not ? 


7. Ou, Whether that which was citabliſhed by 
them, was eyer made void by God ? 


8, Out'y, Whether that which agreed upon by 
them on Earth, was not conarmed in Heaven ? 


9. Put), Whether that which God calb necefſa» 
ry, may be accounted indificrent by men ? 


10, Larry, Whether that which ſcemed good by 
the Holy Ghoſt to be enacted, may nt the free wi 
and liberty of man be chang'd, or made Null > 


it. , Whether thoſe things which the Pri. 
micive Churches of the Gentiles were confirmed in, 
are of no value in the Churches of Chriſt in our days? 
As 16.455» In, 


(14) 
. I. Duty. Whether we do not dificmble with our 
Lips, and flatter God in our hearts, when we lay we 
belicye one Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, and de- 
fy to conform to what they decreed, as they did of 
ola, Pſal. 98. 36, $7. I[«. 29. 13. 


Thoſe things that follow next, are my Reaſons 
grounded upon what went before, why 1 acicher doy 
ner dare cat Blood, 


1. Becauſe it is an Article of the general confeſſi= 
on of Faith, cſtabliſhed in the Church by the Laws 
of this Land, to believe one Catholick and Apoſtolick 
Church, and therefore 1 dare not confels with my 
mouth in the Church, that which L deny with my 
praſtice at home ; for when 1 confeſs with my mourh 
one Catholick and Apoſtol:ck Church, I do at the 
ame time in my heatt believe that whas they tavghe 
and praftiſed, was the mind and will of God for obe- 
dicnce to future Ages, if not, we mpy go lo.kus a 
acw Religion. 


3. But I believe the Decree was not fram'd of 
things indifferent, but of things neceſſary, and theres 
fore not one jor or ricrle of it to be abaced 3; the Apo® 
ſles did not deliver the Decrees of God, as deceictul 
Chapmen do their Wares, to abate the ons half of 
what they ak for what they ſell, 


3- I believc it is a ſhame for any one co (ay, he doth 
believe one Carhelick and lick Church, and 
oppole and deny the Decrees by them enacted. 


- * 4+ 1 brlieve this Decree of the 'Apoſtley and 
Church, was one of theſe many thipgs which Chriſt 
told cheery on 2 certain time, they could not o_ Thr 

x 


T5. 
but that the Spirirof Trath, Qhould afterwardslead 
them into its 16. Is L3+ g 


F. I believe that the Apoſtles ſhall fit in Judgmer 
with Chriſt, co Judg the Nations according to thoſe 
things which they ia his' Name delivered to them, 
and t I dare net eondemn what they now com» 
manded, Jeaſt I my (clf be condemned hereafter, 


6, I believe that the Decrees of the Apoſtolick 
Church were Pure, Holy, Juſt, and Rightcous, - and 
therefore Laſting, Durable, and Pexmancry, ſo thac 
I have othing againſt chem. 


7. | believe chat the Decree was part of the laſt 
Will and Teſtament of Jeſus Chriſt, of which he 
made his Apoſtles overſcers, that they might commu» 
aicate it to the Sens and Daughters of men, and 
withal he gave his Spirit to chem, char they might 
incerprer his meaning therein ; for ending all ſtrife and 
controverlic that might haply ariſe amongſt thoſe thac 
rould afterward ſue (dt Legacies by him given, Gal. 
3-15, Heb, 9+ 16, 17, 


8, I believe char the Decree at Jeruſalem, was part 
of the SuperſtruQture of that Church » which was 
buile upon ſo fiem- & Foundation, chat the gates of 
Hell hall nor prevail againſt, 


9. I bclieve that if the Apoſtles and Church, bad 
adjudged any part of that Decree which they ſubſcri» 
bed at Zeruſalem to be indifferent ; they that carricd is 
would not have proſecuted it amongſt che Churches of 
the Geatiles with ſuch vigor, and {o much cazncſtneſs 
as they did, Aﬀs 16.4, 5:6. 2 Tim. t.2, Gal, 
1.8, 1 Tim. 4.15.2, 3-4 3 T9. 3. 10+ 14. | 3 Tits 
I. to, It. Ats 20, 26, 27, 19, | 


(185) 


vr. 1 bclcive char as the Statutes and Ordininees 
of the L1w of Moſes, were to continue as long a5 the 
Law was to continue ; fo certainly che Ordinances and 
Decrecs of che Golpel, ape ro continue fo long as the 
Golpel is ro coaminuey, Riv. 3.35. + 


- T2. I believe thar | arm bound jt ©onſtience, as I 
acanowledg niy- (elf & Member &t the Apoſtolical 
Church, tr» vindicate the Decrees tlicreer, 


Ty. I dare ivr do any ſuch deſpite to the Spirit bf 
Grace, as to endeavour withont warrant, © revore 
what was E11:4cd by his Council, 


14- | dare not refuſe ro joyn with the Church on 
Earth, in the Oblcrvation of fuck Decrces' as were 
impoſed on them by the Holy Ghoſt, leaſt 1 ould 
be ſeparated from them in the day ff Judgment, by 
him who fent the Hy! y Ghoſt utrs then. 


15. I dare not hy any ſuch blame upon the Apoſto. 
liesl Church, as to {xv chatthey did deerve any thing 
which was not ſound and durable. 


16. 1 date not endervour the thange and alterati- 
en ot what God hath eſtabliſhed in and by his Churclr, 

_ ſhoukd exchaoge Heaverr for Hel, or Life for 
cath, 


19. 1 dare not endeavour to Deface, or Demolith, 
any of che SuperſtruRures of thar Church, which 
was buils upon che Foundatioa of the Prophers and 
Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelt being che cheif Cor« 
ner-None, for ſear of ruining my own ſoul, 


18; 1 belicw I am boun! to obſerxe all things 
; | which 
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(17) 
which Chriſt commanded his Apoſtles, to zo and teach 
all Nations, as a part-of his eafie Yoke and light bur- 
den, of which chis Decree is an Appertenance, and 
cherefore 1 willingly pat my ſhoulder t0 ir, and dare 
not caſt ir away from me, ter fear of being a caſt=z» 
way my ſelf, 


\ 

19. I dare not break a Moral Precept of Moſes 
Law, and teach men fo, for fear of being leaſt in rhe 
Kingdom of Heaven 5; much leſs dare I violace a Goſs 
pel Decree, and teach men ſo, for fear of utrer dark= 
ne{s in the Territories, 


20. I dare not endeavour to reb the Church of God 
of ſo ſacred a Decrce as that is, which was pour'd out 
upon the Pillars thereof, by Inſpiration of his ho» 
ly Spirir, leaſt I Hould be guilty of abominable Sa- 
criledge, 


21. 1 dare nor eat Blood, leaſt I ſhould prefer my 
Belly before a righteous command of God, and {© be 
reckoned amongſt thoſe of whom the Apoſtle aith, 
their God was their Belly, Phil, 3, 19. 


22, I darc not gainſay the Decrtes of the Church, 
leaſt I ſhould be found of God in the gain» aying of 
Core, 


23. 1 dare not kick, nor ſpern at any of the righ- 
tous Decrees of God, leaſt | ſhould tumble and fall, 
and break the neck of my ſoul, 


24- I am afraid of over-looking,or looking a ſquine 
upne any of the righteous Judgments of God, leaſt he 
hide the light of his Countenance for ever from my 


foul. 
C 45, 1 


(18) 


a5, 1 dare ner turn alide my feer from following the 
anticnc foorfieps of the Flock, 1:aſt they ſhould car» 
ry me to Perdition. 


26, 1 darc not endeavou? to remove the anticne 
Bounds, and Landmarks of the Church, leaſt | ſhould 
loſe a ſhare of an Inheritance with them hercatter, 


25. Idare not ſo much as open my mouth to {peak 
againſt any thing thar was decreed by the Church, 
leaſt I ſhould be deprived of the happinel+, to ſing 
praiſes with them hercafter. 


28, Iam afraid of adding to, or taking awny any 
thing from the Decrees of the Church of Chriſt, 
leaſt he take my part out of the Book of Life, and add 
tomy ſoul erernal plagues. 


29 I dare not wrangle againſt, nor fall our with 
the Decrees of the Apoſtolical Church, leaſt I hauls 
fall into the hands of the living God, 


3o. I dare nor deny the Authority of the Aoly 
Ghoſt, nor refhſt his Power, nor ſlight his Counſel, 
leaſt I ſhould in ſome degree fin againſt him. 


31- 1 dare not find the leaſt fault with any thing 
that was aRed, and dohe by advice of the Holy Choſt, 
leaſt all my own faules ſhoald be charged npon me, 
in the Day of Account. 


33, l dare ner offer violence unto, nor car in fun- 
der any Uecfee of the Ajoſtolick Church , Jeaſt 
Ged ſhould tetr my ſoul in ſunder tor it. 


' 33+. Idaftnct own a partial keeping of Gods de» 
crees, 
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crees, which I muſt needs be guilty of, if 1 abſtain 
trom fornication, |and yer eat blood, lceing rhey are 
bound up in one | Decree becauſe God threatens ty 
curſe the blefling [both of Pricſt '«nd People that gre 
partial in his Laws, Mat. 2. : py 


34. | believe char whatſoeycr is direQtly oppofice and 
contrary to the dottrin of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
is Herchic, I dare not therefore pod thar Decree, Naſt 
God reje&t me for an Hererick. 


35. I am ſure thar the Apoſtolical Decree, was 
contirmed afcerwards by Chriſt himſelt ar his glori. 
0u5 appearance to Johs in the Iſle of Patmos, in oppo- 
firion to the Do&rin of Bdlarws and Ferabel,wherewith 
two of the Churches in Aſia.(vid.) Pergamos and Thy- 
ativa were poyſoned; I muſt therefore till own that 
Decree, or clic joyn with the other in their abomina- 
ble DoQtrin, Rev. 3. 14, 30+ 


36, I dare not endeavor to plack up thoſe Laws, 
which God formerly planced in his Church from the 
beginning, — the Church is the Leras Vineyard or 
Garden, his righteous Laws are Trees and Plants of 
his own ſetting, and woe unto him tar ſhall g0 about 
to pluck up what he hath planced, 


+37- I believe that the Decrees of God in his 
Church are unchangeable, unchangeable, unchange= 
able, ren thouſand, chouſand times more unchangealle 
then the Laws of the Mtads and Perſians which alter- 
td not, and therefote 1 dare not but in heart conform 
to them my ſelf, ahd by advice and counlell perſwads 
others to de the like, 


3$. Being therefore throughly convinced in my 
CG 3 conſcicncy 


(20) 


conſcience of the righteouſneſs and permanency of the 
Decrecs of God, whereof this at Jeruſalem was un- 
doubcedly-one, I will ncicher hold my peace for fear, 
nar dillemble for gain, but both by word and deed 
thew my (ubmuſſion to his divine will declared in that 
Decree, leſt God ſhould reprove me for a dumb doy, 
cr an idle Shepheard, 


$9. It is che work of Satan to ſeparate & divide thoſe 
Laws and Ordinances which God hath unired, 1 dare 
not therefore endeavour to put a ſunder what God hath 
Joyned, nor divide what he hath united, leaſt I houll 
amitatc the Devil in his work. Jo. $. 44. 


40. They that fay the Decree of the Apoſtles was 
to continue bur for a time, do juſtifie the Quakers in 
affirming the ordinances they praftice to continue no 
Jonger they lived, and they that divide them, ju- 
Kific the Papiſts ; for rhey de the ſame, rake out the 
ſecond commandement of the Moral, and making two 
of the trench — with neither of whom will 1 ever 
Joyn — 


41+ I belieye rhar char Decree of the Apoſtles was 
2 Law that came forth of Zion, and che word of the 
Lord that went forth from Feruſalem, 1 dare not there» 
fore ſtrike againſt rhe edge of ir, leaſt ic ſhould cur my 
ſoul in lunder. 


42+ I darc nor offer any violence to the Spoule of 
Chriſt (the Apoſtolical Church) whom I acknowledge 
to be my Mother, cither by roving her of any of hey 
Laws wherewith ſhe was endowed, or deſpiling the 
words of her mouth, leſt che black Ravens of the infer- 
nall yallcy (ſhould pluck our nay eycs. Pro, 30, 17. 


43+ 
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43. I date nor lay hold upon any thing, and take it 
x0 my own uſe which God hath forbidden, leaſt I Rill 
ſhew my felt a ſon'of the old Adam, and juſtike him 
againſt God in his original rrangreſion., 


44. I dare not enter the Liſts of contention with 
the Apoftolical Church, nor diſpute againRany thing 
that rhey have done. | 


45. And therefore that which ſeemed good to the 
Holy Ghoſt to be by them enaRted, ſhall never be , 
thought ill by me ro be conformed unto, and that 
which by Geds ſacred Spirit under the laſt admini- 
tration of truth, was written and indited, Gall never 


whileſt I live by my conſenc be rtzeared or Ei.ghced, 


46. That which(for believers obedience unro Chriſt) 
was once the Churches reſolution, ſhall never by ma 
conſent, meerly upon the opinions of men {uffer a dil 
folugion. 1ſs. >. wlt. 


47. I cannot with a good conſcience, obſerve Rules 
and Orders impoſed upon me by men in thele dayes of 
corruption, and caſt off that yoke that was impoſed 
upen the Churches by Chriſt and his Apoſtles inthe 
times of primicive purity, 


48. 1 cannot believe thar char Decree was ifſued 
forth upon ſuch (lender grounds, as to be obſcrv'd os 
not to be obſery'd, ad h:beram voluntatem hominis. 


49. Bur Naacty, thoſe chings which were given 
and delivered by Chriſt and his 4poſtles to the Primi- 
tive Church, were given and delivered to them to be 
obſerved by the Churches that were to luccecd rhemgis 
wthe end of the world, 2ſt. 28. 20, 

| SL (0, 


\ (42) 


50. It ſeems ro me to be an undervaluing of che 
wildome of the Holy Ghoſt, and the judgment and 
_ conſent of the Apoſtlcs and Elders, to endeayor at any 
hand to deſtroy that Decree, 1/4. 49. 13- | 


. £1, I believe that this Decree, which did once unite Þ4 
the true belicying Jews and Gentils, and cndedall ſtrife 
and concroverſic berwixt the Churches of both Nati- 
ons, ought re be had in reverence and eſteem by the | 
Churches of Chriſt now,and will be of great uſe when 
the great canverſion of the Jews (hall be wrought, for 
the uniting both Jews and Gentils in the uaity of one 
Faith, 


$2. The Decrces and Statutes of the Church were 

formerly more worth then Silver or Gold, and fecing 

» / xhey arc ſtill che lame are they now to be caſt forth as 

dirczand to be rected and trampled under foot ? Jet os 

; thers 6o what they will, my Soul ſhall ill have an 

hi2h eſteem of them, and 1 will, and my family ſhall 
obſerve and keep them. Gen. 18. Jo. 24. 


Py Ic _is the will of Chriſt that we 'abſtain from 
, eming, blood, and therefore 1 gare not refaſt his will by 
.: by. cating it. y 


(4 If we diflent and differ from the Decrees of the 
Apoſtolical Church, and*from the practice of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians we cannot truly cenclude our {elyes 
to be ſound members of that Churc),there muſt neces 
be ſome ſcab or irch, or ſome orher diſeaſe upon us, I 
would willingly be a ſound member of Chriſts Body, 
and therefore for fear of being « rotten ones and [0 cut 
off from His bedy, I dare- nor be dilobedient to this 
Decrce, Exe. 34, Afts 3.22, 23+ 


$O 
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FF. I am ſure and confident, that when men have 
wearied chemſclves in arguing and concending againſt 
the ancient decrees of God, yet at the laſt the council 
of che Lord char ſhall Rand, and his Decrees and Or. 
dinances ſhall break in pieces all che judgments and 
opinions of mea contrary to them, ang they ſhall ſtand 


tor cvcr. 


56. 1 dare not deny any thing that came forth from 
God, and was received by his Church, leaſt 1 houkd 
deny the witneſs of ruth, and ſo bear lalſe witneſs a- 
gainſt God and his yord, for che Scriptures arc called 
the witneſs of truth. Deat 31.16. to26, Jo.5. 39. 
RV 19, 10, 1%. 13 


$7. To cat bload is to juſtifie rhe Heathen in their 
old dead praRice againſt an ancient Law of the living 
Gud, and ro mingle the invention of che Heathen a= 
mongſt his ſacred inflitutions, and theretore 1 dare not 
cat it— Hiſdon 13. 5. Y 


F$. 1 bdieve thac the decree at Jeruſalew was 2 
branch of Golpel gruth, and cfore 1 dare tot diſc- 
bey ir, leaſt when Jeſus Chriſt ſhall come. from Hea- 
ven with his mighty Angels in flaming fire, ro cake 
vengeance upon all choſe that obey not che Goſpel, 
ke thould take vengeance upon me for act obcying at. 


59. I believe, har if it were at any rime loawfull & 
eat blood, God hath ſome where or ther by his werd 
allowed and given it to be food, and the {rrvants of 
God of old (withpur reproof} have at lome time of 
other uſed it, neither of - which can eyer be proov'd» 
and until it be, che decree is in force, and (9 it ſhall 
continue in my- ſqul, 


= 43 60. 
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#0. Breepr we will own a univerſal toleration, and 
acknowledge no Gofpel-bounds , we cannot deny the 
Qabilily ot thg decree, for this decree of the Apoſtles 
and Elders at Jeraſalemywas a dectarntien of the extent 
of Chriſtian liberry, ſewing how tar Chriſt had ler 
us free from the ceremonial law of Moſes, and I hope 
no Chriſtian upun ſerious conſideration, will (ay, that 
he is to uſe any other liberty then that wherewith 
Chriſt hath made him frec and t''crefore in 
fine, I acknowledge my ſelf bound to keep all the come 
mands of God that are written in the old and new Te- | 
ſtament, ſave what I am made free trom, by af expre(s 
warrant from Chriſt and his Church: for it is no cha- 
rater of a good chriſtian to rake held of ſome ſpecicus 
Scriprures to overthrow general commands. 


Yer if any one under the heavens can make it ap» 
pear by che exprefle word of God in any ane ſentence 
either before the Law, under the Law, or fince the 
Law, that blood was at any time ordained of God for 
foed to mankind, I will cat it, ard acknowledge that 
I heave err'd in al! that L have fpoken before, and done 
i in my former refuſing ir, bur if nor, then I do in 
plain terms dechare to all the world, that ten thouſand ' 
of the ſtrongeſt arguments of men are nothing to me 
in compariſon of the leaſt commands of God, or of the 
leaſt jor or rittle of his moſt ſacred avd revealed I:w, 

"To fin is natural end pardonable, but ro fin and teach 
ſe, is devillifh and unpardonable, and therefore the ge- 
neral praftice of men, the common cuſtomes of nati« 
ons, the (elf-pleadings of no Faftion, the ignorance 
wreſtings of ſome ſpecious ſcriptures, nor the ſubrile 


evaſions, glofſes or miſtakes cf any perſons under hea- 


ven, be they never {© greatglearned and religious, ſhall 
ever moye my heart to argue, ſpeak, orplead againſt 
any known law or ordinance of God and Chriſt, 


If 
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If any are yet ſo curious as to ask why God hould 
forbid man to ear blood, 1 will gire them a twofold 
anſwer, from my own rcaſon. 


», That the ſons of, men may know that the living 
God hath reſerv'd a priviledge of right in every Hving 
creature, that ſo man, who 15 dayly exerciſed in kil» 
ling the creature for foo, may remember the giver, 
and what it is that he hath rclcry'sd our of it. 


2. Becauſe that njan ſhould not cat that which the 
Devils dclight to t«& on, which is the blood of theie 
covenant lervants, I, mcan wuchcs, many whereof in 
their examinations, have conſefſed that their familiar 
{pirit ſucks chem every night, net at their breaſts, bur 
at ſome tear of ſome; lupernatural fleſh—— —— Aan- 
ne is the tood of Angels, and blood the food of Devils, 
God did once in merey give man the dayly food of the 
pure Angels tg cat, but ever charg'd him upon pain 
of excommunication and cutting off, not ro cat blogd, 
becauſe it is the nightly food of unclean ſpirits, to 
teach man whileſt he is upon carch,to renounce every 
work of rhe Dev;h, avd abandon all che works of dark« 
neſs, utterly detying him in all his aRions, to live the 
life of Angels in the Kingcome of Heaven, 


The Devil in Scripture is called B:elrebub, which 
fignificth che God of the Ayes, and very well they may 
be ſubjeRs ro ſuch a Lord, for many of them teed on 
blood, purſuing ſeveral beaſts from place to place to 
ſuck their blood ; theſe two laſt arguments, were not 
the eating, of blood ſo often forbidden 1n Scripture, are 
ſuſcient to convinge me of the unlawfulnels of cating 
it of it (elf, or mixing it with any other food. 


I come” in the next place to anſwer the ObjeRions 
chat 


| (26) 
that arc uſually hyought againſt rhis ancient Law of 
God, and to clear the mind of God in thole Scriptures 
which arc commonly allcdged tor the lawtulncls of cat» F, 
ing of blood— 


Obſer. t. There are bur few of this judgment, I ne» 
ver knew any of your mind. 


Anſwer, I know it, und the more js the pirty, that 
there are ſo few, cſpecially of thole that protels chriltie 
anity, that they have fo lictle relpeR To a known and 
an unrepeated law of God and Chriſt, we ought to have 
reſpe&t nor to ſome buc to a'l rhe righteous judgments 
of his mouth, whick indcecd yery tew of the lons of men 
have,being ſubj:& to partiality, to own a part, and re» 
fuſe the reſt of Gods commandements, as it they could 
make their peace with God upon their own terms, that 
is by keeping what nnd & God they pleaſc, and 
rezeRing what they liſt, as if they intended to part 
ſtakes with God in his laws,as if e|.cy would {iy to God 
this law we are willing rhou halt have oblery'd and 
kept, and this law we will reſerve to our ſelves to have 
liberty to break, ſerting up the Dogen of their own 
wills, to outface the Ark of Gods Teſtimony containing 
his abſolute commanes, anſwering God as the people 
did Jeremiab, when he ſpake thus to them, 1s the 
name of the Lori, they baue not ſcared, nor waiked in wy 
law, nr is my ſtatutes which 1 ſet brf ove you, ani before 
you, and befort ;our fathers, Unto which they anſwers 
ed, As for the word which thou haft ſpohes to*us in the 
name of th: I ord ; wewill not h'arken wato thee, but we 
will certainly ao whatſoever thicg gotth forth out of our 
ow: mouth, we and our Fathers, or Kihes and oi Prin 
ces in the Citics of Tidah, and in the fircers of Jeruſas 
lem, —— But this Oj-Ricn bewrayts its weakneſs 
mapy wayes, 
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1. Either from groſs- ec wilful ignorance of, or a 
carclels heed to the word of the Lord, which faith, 
Thou ſhalt zot follow the multitude to de cvil, Exod. 
23.2, If Truth were to be carried by the Vote and 
number of men, Truch muſt needs give place to Er- 
ror, and rhe living God to dead Idols. Chriſt calls 
his Church on carth a lictle Flock, by reaſon of che 
paucicy of .cheir number to the reſt of che Sens of 
Men ; and that there are bur few that find the ſtraight 
Way and narrew Gate, which leaderl: unto Life, 


The number of thoſe that make any profeſſion at 
all of the Name of God in the world, 1s very little 
in comparaſon of rhe Heathen, that never call upon 
his Name, and amongſt thoſe that de make a proteſli» 
on of his Name ; che number of thoſe that walk up- 
righely, with a true reſpe& co all Gods Command- 
ments, is very few in compariſon of cold, dead-hcad- 
ed, loole, luxewarm, formal, carnal, partial, neutral, 
and hypocritical profeſſors, * 


Ar the time when God deſtroyed the old Worls, 
rhere were bur eight perſons found righteous. a ſmall 
number indeed to the whole World. Amongſt all che 
Caldeans, and the Nations round about, but Abrahams 
Family, of all the people that went our of Egypt, but 
two entered into tHe land of Canaan, . Whereby ir is 
evident, that in all Ages, rhe greaceſt number of men 
have either been open Enemies to God and his Laws, 
or falle and partial under their profeſſion of them, So 
that this. Objection, rhar there are but few of this 
judgment, is altogecher Invillid, and of no force a= 
gainſt this Anmienc law of God, and Decre: of his 
Church, 


Objct, 2, This was cncly & Lov to the Jews, this 
Was 
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was oaely forbidden 11 Moſes Law, which fine Chiift 
cane is aboliſhed, and thvejore of uo force to as now. 


Anſw. This Obje&ion is unſound wind and limbs 
and ſo falle, that there is ſcarcely a true word in ir. 


For firſt, It was delivered to Noab and his Seed, 

, many hunered years before ,the name of-a Few was 

known in the world, and before either the diviſion of 

Tongues at Babel, or the diſtinition of the cople by 

the names of 7ews, or Gentiles, when all the Worlds 
was yet in the Loyns of Noab and his Family. 


2. After that God had rejeRted the Jewiſh Nation 
from being his peculiar peopiczand had gathered him a 
people from among the Gentiles, he renewed this Anti- 
ent Law (which he gave to Noah ar the Repleniſhing of 
the world )unto themgu pon whom the end of the world 
were come, a5 the expreſs words of the Decree do evi- 
dently ſhew, beginning rhus 3 the Apoſtles,and Elders, 
and Brethren, ſend greetigg ugto the Brethren which 
are of the Geatiles in Antioch, Syria, and Sylicta, Afts 
IS- 23, Confirm'd at another time by Peter's words, 
AClts 21. 25. As touching the Gentiles which belicye, 
, we have written and concluded, that they obſerve no 
ſuch thing, ſave onely chat they keep themſelves fron 
things oftcred ro Idols,and from Blood, & from Stran- 
gted, and from Fornication, theſe Teſtimonies prove ir 
to be a Law to the Gentiles ; and therefore the firſt part 
of the ObjzeRion(thar it was onely a Law to the Jews) 
15 untrue, and conſequently, the iecund clauſe (thar ir 
was onely forbidden in Maſes his Law) is as falſe, for 
nt was forbidden as well before, and fance the Law, as 
under the Law. But grant it had not been no where 
elſe forbidden but in Moſes Law © Is it therefore to be 
e-jzected ? If all chings arc r9 be rezeRes that are writ« 
ren 
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ten in Moſes Law, we muſt tear the Goſpel in pieces, 
and jogn with the Quaker!, ro lay a new Foundation 
of Chriſtian Religion, which muſt needs be 2 (andy 
one if we ſhould, and which will not ſupport its + 
Buildings in the day of Gods wrarh, tor another Foun- 
dation can no man lay, then that which is already 
hid. The Goſpel doth not oblicerare,bur enlarge, nos 
confound, but confirm, nor vilige, but verike the Law 
and the Prophets, in Mat. $.17. Think not ſaith 
Chriſt, thatl am come to deſtroy the Law or the Pre- 
phers, 1 am nor come to deſtroy, bur to tulbl ,, tor ve- 
rily I lay unto you, till Heaven and Earth paſs, one 
jot of one turtle, ſhall in no wile paſs from the Law, 
till all be fulhlled, If Chriſt had Abrogated the Law 
and the Prophets, he would nut have Laid io the Pa 
rable, they have Moſes and the Prophets, let them 
hear them ; for if they will not hear Moſes and the 
Prophets, ncither will they believe, rhough one azoſe 
from che dead. And this the Holy Ghoſt further wit- 
neſleth, Epbeſ, >. 19, 20, Now therefore ye are no 
more Strangers, and Forraigners, bur fcllow Citizens 
with the Saints, and of the houſhold of God, and arc 
duile upon the foundation of the Apeſtlcs, and Pro 
phers, Jeſus Chriſt himlelt being rhe cheif Corners 
Stone. 


All which Teftimonics, do ſtrengthen me in my 
faith againſt Antimonianiſm, and cmbolden me to de 
liver for Truth, theſe / 0-rtiens following. 


The Law and the Golpel, are Two Divine Siſters, 
uſtic: and Mercy, R ghiceuſnels and Truth, and 
th Spiritual, intimately acquainted each with ocher, 
the one lo condeſcending to the oiher, that they neves 
croſs each ogher; ſo mutually agreeing to glogie 
God, and lanRike hi» Name, that chey ſtrive to excel 


e.ch 
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each ocher, Knit they are fo together with a Gordian 


knot of Holineſs, chat alt the wiles of Men and De- 
vils can't uncie it : So near they are related, that all 


"Wartrr in the Ocean cannot wath away their Athoiry, 
They do continually help each other in the way of 
ſaving Mankind : So united arc they in the work of 
Salvation, that the one cannot work without the orher, 
Juſtices eannor ſave withour Mercy, Mcrcy cannor 
ſave till Juſtice have driven the foul ro her Scar. Ju- 
ſtice can wound, but net heal ; Mercy cannot heal, 
gill Juſtice have wounded, Juſtice can throw down 
the Soul,but nor lift it up, Mercy eannor Lift it up, till 
Juſtice hath thro#n ir down ; ſo neceffary is their 
Unien and Being in force, that a ſoul knows not well 
how to make uſc of the one, and renounce the other, 
the one carnet be truly acknowledged, and the other 
juſtly diſowned, till a man be condemned, there is no 
need of Mercy, and Mercy can ſhew it ſelf to none bur 
che guilty. The Law and the Goſpel arc in ſuch a 
league of friendſhip, that the one cannot {peak (nor 
hear ſpoken) rhe leaſt evil of the other ; they Ap-= 

laud juſtly, and V indicate each ether ; their Sifterly 
Lens ſo firmly holds, thar they are alwaycs affiſtancs 
go each other ; their loye is ſo entire, that the one 
cannot live if the other dic, they do molt ſweetly 
condeſcend to each other 5; Mercy denies not Juſtice 
her place, and Juſtice gives the right hand of Fel« 
Jowhip to Mercy, they dwell both in one Habiation, 
chey ſprang both irom one Founcain, they have both 
one Patron, they guide and govern one Church, they 
magnifie and cxalc one God ; tliey are racked toge= 
cher with golden cacks of Divine Truth , like the 
Curtains of che Tabernacles, for the beaurifying of 
Gods Houſe ; they are like Twihs conceived and bern 


in the Womb of the SouFof eyery true Convert, So - 


unanimouſly do they agree and accord in all things 
per- 


— 


| 
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| pertaining to mans (alyation, and thoſe which. fpurn 


at the Law, the Goſpel will not embrace, and choſe 
which diſown the Goſpel, the Law will ſurciy con 
demn.— 


The Sun of the Goſpel was for a time hid under 
the dark Cloud of the Law, and now the brightneſs 
of the Geſpel hach broken thorow the Clouds of the 
Law, and expel'd its darknels. The Law afforded 
room in it for the Goſpel ro dwell, nor hath the Go'= 
pel baniſhed the Law from its Tibernacles, Amongſt 
the ſour things of the: Law, were the fieer things 
of the Goſpel mingled, and amongſt rhe delicious 
ſweetneſs of the Goſpel, are the tart things bf the 
Law (cartered. There are miny known and ſtanding 
Laws amongſt Chriſtizns, taken our of Moſes his La» 
Ritutions ; which 1 am confident none that are true 
Chriſtians will deny the juſtneſs of, orſay, char they 
ought not to be kept, becauſe they arc wrirten in 
Moſes Law. . 


Things antiently recorded, are nct to be rejected, 
bur embraced,fince God bath promiſed to revive them, 
and commanded us to enquire for them, 1/:. 25. 1. 
Fer. 6. 16, Amor9. 11. Which things being right» 
ly confidered, and laid in the ballance of rhe Santtu- 
ary, 2'finful Cuſtom? will bexr no weight againſt this 
antient Law of God, and therefore being found light 


and empry of ſubſtance, is to be reckoned us Invalid, 


and of no force, 


Another ObjeRion pur into the Balance againſt the 


Rigareouſneſs and Peegpanieys of this Sacred Decree 
of God, is this which follows, — 


ObjeR. 3, The gret and learned ms of the Kings 
dom 


”—— — 
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dom, 14), of the World, arc ſor eating of Blosd, 


An/w. | honour the Majeſty and Learning.of men 
in it, and their places, rill they enter rhe liſts to en- 
tounter God, and pur the wildom of cheir own hearts 
into the Balance, againſt the councils of his Spiricy 
and their own wiltul caflomes , againſt his Sacred 
Laws ; and there (whether they will give me leave os 
- no), 1 muſt leaye them, or clic I know God will for= 
ſake me. For 1 had (with Luther, Malo ruere cu" 
Chriſto quam regnare £m Ceſare) rather {uffer punith+ 
ment with the Law of Ged in my heart, then to live 
in all qutward pleaſures in my own imaginations z 
the greatneſs of men is nothing to the Mojeſty ot 
God, nor their wiſdom any thing to his Councils, 
nor their cuſtomes any thing to has Laws ; for what 
wiſdom can be in thoſe which reze& his Word, bur 
ſuch as is Fooliſh, Earthly, Senſual and Deviliſh, and 
therefoxe to be rejefted. The rtrucſt Wiſdom and 
greateſt Learning inthe world, is to learn Gods Laws, 
and keep and ob{crye them. 


For behold, thus ſaith the Lord, 1 have raughe you 
Statutes, and Judgments, therefore and do them, 
for this is your Wiſdom, and your Underſtanding in 
'the fight of the Nations, which ſhall hear all theſe 
Staruces, _ ; ſurely this great Nation, is a wiſc 
and underſtanding wy ws D:ut. 4.5,6. BEetold 
likewiſe, thus ſaith the Son of God, 1 thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt 
hid theſe things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and haſt 
reyzaled them to Babes. Thus likewiſe ſaith the Ho« 
Iy Ghoſt, I will deſtroy the Wiſdom cf the Wile, and 
will bring to noughe the underſtanding of the Prudents 
for the fooliſhneſs of God: is wiſer then men, and the 
weakne!s of God is ftronger then men 5 Ye ſee your 

calling 
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calling Brerivrer, How that not many wile men after 
the Fleſh, not many Mighty. no many Noble, azc 
called ; but God hath choſen the fooliſh things of this 
World, to confound the Wile, and the weak Things 
of the World, to confound the things that are Mighn- 
ty : Unto which 1 may ade the words ef the Pro» 
phers, 1/1. 2. ut. Cealt ye from men, whoſe breath 
uw in his Noſtrils,, for wherein is he to be accounted 
of, Fer. 94 23+ Ler not che wiſc man then, glory in 
his wiſdow, neither let the mighty man, glory in lus 
might, nor the rich man.in his riches $5 but ler him 
that gloricth, glory in this, that lie underſtanderh, and 
knoweth mie. Ard tor a further op to this @bjettie 
on, the words pt the Apoltlc ere very uictul, 


Ler no man deecive humlelt, if any among you 
ſcemeth to be wiſe in this world, le: him become a 
fol, that he may be wile; for the V/idom. ot  thas 
world is Fuolihnets with Ged &: tor it 1s writers He 
taketh the - wile 1n their «wn Crattineſs ; and again, 
The Lord knoweth the thoughts ob che, ues tharihcy 
arc but vain. Therefore let no man. glory ig nh, + 
and if not, chen this thacd Objection is «ltagethicr 


jovalid. 


ObjcR. 4. We bave ahvays ber oe Named to fy auth 
it bath been atwayes aſed in the Net on, we ver gnew 
« other cvuer cer nidertiond azy tin'g 19 he (OBHN®), 


Anſw. All this I confeſs may be true, as it is re- 
lated, but not theretore true, /becau!c uſed ard practi. 
led z for as we are commanded not to tollow a Mul- 
ticude to do evil, {2 we arc not t tollow the Cultors 
of our Fathers, when rhey are contrary to the Law 
nf God, as this cuſtome in the Nation of cating 
Blood is, Cuſtame | m"_ a (ccond Digtures an" 

pers 
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therefore prevalent with the Sons of Men, to engage 
them to withitand Gods Law, Evil Cuſtomes a- 
mongft men» ſeen to have gorren a Saperſedeas to all 
Gods antient p_— in his Laws : Before God 
broughr the Children of 1ſracl iuto the Land of Ca- 
naan, be ſiraightly charged them ts beware of rhe 
finful Cuſtomes of the people} of the Land, in theſe 
words. Therefore ſhall» ye keep mice Ordinance, that ye 
commit not axy of th:ſe ahomunable Cuſtonzes, which were 
committed before you, ard that ye defile not your ſelucs 
therein : 1 amthe Lord your God, Lev. 18. 39. Where» 
of cating of Blood was one, arid they did nec 
hearken, bur rebelled ; for the Plalmiſt complains 
thus of them, —— they mingled themſelves among(t the 
Mezthen, and ligrnrd their works. This was one of 
the evils which the Prophet Feremiah lamented in his 
dayes, ſaying, Can the «Athioppan change his skin, 
or the Leoperd his ſpors > Then may ye alſo do good 
that are accuſtomed to do evil, Jer, 13. 23. For nec» 
withſtanding he had told them, that this was the 
Word of the Lord, that they Chould nec learn the way 
ef the Heathen ; and that the Cuſtomes of the peo» 
ple were vain, yet had Cuſtom ſo ſtupihed them, that 
they returned him this Rtubborn anſwer. As for the 
word which thou haſt fpoken ts us in the Name of the 
Lord, we will not hearken unto thee ; but we will 
certainly do whatſoever thing goeth forth out of our 
own mouths : to burn Incenſe to the Queen of Hez- 
ven, and to pour out Drink-effcrings unco her, as we 
have done (note that word, as we have done) thou 
ſhalr never break us of e«urCuſtome, ler the Ward of 
the Lord be what it will, we will keep eur Cuſtomes 
(as we have done) we, and our Fathers, our Kings 
and our Princes, in the Cities of Jad, and in the 
Streers of 7 ruſ:lem.— Whereby it is coo manifeſt, 
hon hazg+ ching it i3 to perſwade a people ro —_” 6 
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ſinful Cuſtome, to comply with God. to walk in his 
Laws. Nevertheleſs, chis is cleac by the Word of the 
Lord, that the Law of God is more Ancient, then any 
linful Cuſtome of Man. And therefore to ſhut up my. 
Anſwer to this ObjeRion, I can cruly ſay to ſuch as 
lead Cuftome for cating of Blood, (as Chriſt an» 
wered che Phariſees, who asked him if it were lawful 
for a can to put away his wife for every cauſe ; Mo- 
ſes becauſe of the hardneſs of your hearts, ſuffered 
you ro put away your Wives ; bus from the beginning 
it was not ſo) that God in the continual exerciſe of 
his patietice and forbearance, hath ſuffered the Sons 
of men to rranſgreſs this antieat Law of his, bur 
from the —-_—_— wb Long For when he firſt 
ave man liberty to car ſtraightly charged 
im nut tocat the Blood ; therefore ro 4 is 
bur a ſinful Cuſtorne in oppoſition to a righteous Laws 
and ſo of no validity, to confirm any one inche pra 
Qice of it. 


ObjeR. 5, hat barm can there be is eating the 
Blood, more then in cating the Fleſh. 


Aiſw. Why cruly much in ſeveral refpeRs; both 
to Soul and Body, 


x, It increaſeth fin in the Soul, and adds to the 
number of ics cranſgreſſions, for fin is the tranſgreſſi» 
on of the Law of God. 

2, Iulifts up the heart to ſand in the way of dn 
Heatheniſh Cuſtorne, in derogation of « Divine Sta- 
tare z but of this enough, in the 30 Obſerve» 
ticns upen the Text of Scriprure. 


And 2s for the Body, withoar doubt it cannot be 
wholſoms, for the faint Diſeaſes, - and killing Diſter- 
4 per 
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therefore prevalent with the Sons of Men, to engage 
them 1 withitand Gods Law. Evil Cuſtomes a- 
mongſt men, ſeem to have gorren a Saperſedeas to all 
Gods antient {10 1ay. 2 in his Laws : Before God 
brought the Children of 1ſratl iuto the Land of Ca» 
naan, be ſtraightly charged them to beware of che- 
finful Cuſtomes of the people} of the Land, in theſe 
words. Therefore ſhall» ye keep mice Ordinance, that ye 
commit not axy of th:ſe abomunable Cuſtones, which were 
committed before you, ard that ye defile not your ſelves 
therein : I amnthe Lord your God, Lev. 18. 30. Where» 
of cating of Blood was one, arid yer they did nec 
hearken, bur rebelled ; for the Plalmiſt complains 
thus of them, — they minglea themſelve; among(# the 
WMezthcn, and liarard their works. This was one of 
the evils which the Propher Feremiah lamented in his 
dayes, ſaying, Can the «Athioptan change his skin, 
or the Leoperd his ſpots > Then may ye allo do good 
that are accuſtomed to do evil, Jer, 13. 23. For nec» 
withſtanding he had told them, that this was the 


Word of the Lord, that they hould nec learn the way + 


of the Heathen ; and that the Cuſtomes of the peo» 
ple were yain, yet had Cuſtom ſo ſtupitied chem, that 
they retuened him this Rubborn anſwer. As for the 
word which thou haſt fpoken te us in the Name of che 
Lord, we will not hearken unto thee ; but we will 
certainly do whatſoever thing goeth forth out of our 
own mouths : to burn Incenſe to the Queen of Hes» 
ven, and to pour out Drink-effcrings unto her, as we 
have done (note that word, as we have done) thou 
ſhalt never break us of «urCuſtome, ler the Word of 
the Lord be what it will, we will keep eur Cuſtomes 
(as we have done) we, and our Fathers, our Kings 
and our Princes, in the Cities of Judas, and in the 
Streers of 7 ruſ lem Whereby it is coo manifeſt, 
hon haze ching ic i3 50 perſwade a —__ —— 
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ſinful Cuſtome, to comply with God to walk in his 
Laws. Nevertheleſs, this is clear by the Word of the 
Lord, chat che Law of God is tore Ancient, then any 
linfui Cuſtome of Man. And therefore to ſhut up my: 
Anſwer to this ObjeRion, I can cruly ſay to ſuch as 
lead Cuftome for cating of Blood, (as Chriſt an« 
wered the Phariſees, who asked him if i were lawful 
for s chan ro put away his wife for every cauſe ; Mo- 
ſes becauſe of the hardneſs of ny luffered 
to put away your Wives ; beginning 
him = ſo) that God in the continual exerciſe of 
his patietice and forbearance, hath ſuffered the Sons 
of men to rranſgreſs this antieat Law of his, buc 
from the beginning it was not fo. For when he firſt 


To man _ cart of Fleſhy he ſtraightly charged 


im nut tocar the Blood ; and therefore ro car it, is 
bur a ſinful Cuſtorne in 'pppolicion to a righteous Laws 
and ſo of no validity, to confirm any one inthe pra* 
Qice of it- 


ObjeR. 5, *hat bam can there be is eating the 
A — then is cating the Fleſh, 


Aiſw, Why cruly much in ſeveral reſpeRs; bath 
to Soul and Body, 


x, It increaſeth fin in the Soul, and adds to the+ 
rumber of ics tranſgrefſtons, for Gn is the tranſgreſſi= 
on of the Law of God. 

2, Iilifes up the heart to ſtand in the way of 42 
Heatheniſh Cuſtomme, in derogation of z Divine Sta- 
ture ; but of this enough, in the 30 Obſerve» 
tions upen the Text of Scriprure: 


And 2s for the Body, withoar doubt it cannot be 
wholſome, for the faint 7 and killing Amy 
3 per 
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pers in Beaſts, lierh moſt commonly in the Corrupti- 
on and Infe&tion of che Blood, and yer the Sons and 
Daughters of Men are greedy afrer it. Unwhelſome 
food infe&s the Body, #3 unwholſome Dorine infeRs 
the Soul ; th: Laws of God arc found and wholinme 
for beth, and God would have us be cateful of both.--. 
Whoredom «eſtroys the Body az well as the Soul, 
when as Chaſtity preſcrves beth in healch ; Murder 
deſtroys borh Soul and Body, and {o doth Theft, and 
ſo the breach of this Law, is neither holy nor whol- 
ſorne for Soul and Body, and therefore withour doubx 
hurcful co'boch ;' fince by cartng the life of the Crea- 
ture, we mediately cat our own dearhs; thus much to 
the ObjeRions, I come now to clear the ming of 
God in- thoſe Seriprures, which ares commonly ai- 
ledged tor the lawfulnels of cating of Bloog. 


The. &rt from Chrifts words; Mi. 15. 17, Nat 
that which gocth into the mouth defilerh a man, bur 
that which cometh our of rhe mouth, this defilerh a 
man.” And therefore ſay ſome, witen we cat Blood, it 
go:th ints the body, and forth into the draught, and 
therefore it can be no offence ro eat it * Aﬀter the 
ſame mapner-1 might preſume with my Teeth, con- 
trary to the Law of God, to tear the fleth from an In- 
fants arm, arid cat it, and anſwer any one that (hall 
fere re me for it, ſaying, why chat which-gorth in 
#r Tc mouth, drfiles not x man: Or | might prclume 
to ſteal » Lamb out of my Neighbours Flock, and 
kill, and ext ity and ſay ir did net-defile me, becauſe it 
entered ined my mouth, and paſſ-d through into the 
draupht - bur the Law of God relis me, chat alchaugh 
the cating «f the fleſh did nexdefile me, ver the brexch 
af the Command was finful, and thit did defile me, 
Thz fect bf ' any Beaſt is lawfulro- be earcn, if it be 
lawta/ly-mine ewng bur if Leirher fica! it, or know 

it 
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it to be ſtolen, either offer ic ap to an Idol, or know 
it to be offered up to an Idol, it is fin for me to ear 
It, becauſe it is againſt the Law of Ood.. Sol cone 
fels, that the cating of Blood, (if ic were not dire» 
ly contrary to the Law of God) could deaic 10 man ; 
but the. Law of God is fuſt rranſgreſt, and thee makes 
it Ginfui, and fin defiles a man. The cating of Blood 
therefore cannot be included in theſe words of Chriſt; 
for neither did he Himielf, nor lis Daſciples, no, nor 
yet the Phariſees,cat Blood,it being ſo ofren ttimes fors 
bidden in the Law : #hich. Ch.iſt came not to deſtroy, 
but fulþl. And therefore rs uſe theſe words of Chrift 
ro ſupport cur ſelves or others, in the wilful breach of 
any of Gods righteous laws, can be no leſs then a 
ſcandal to him, and raiſing up an ill report of him, 
which to Co, how dangerous it is, my heart trembles 
to think of. 


Burt that no Chriſtians \g any juſt cauſe ro wreſt 
Cheiſts words to ſuch a ſenſc, or to make fuch an ill 
conſtr uttion of them as ſome do ; 1 ſhall defire them 
to confider the Coherencs of the Texts his intene 
in ſpeaking them, and the ground upoh which chey 
were raiſed, and if they were not wiltull y blind, 1 am 
perſwaded they will be of another mind then hereaf- 
ter, to br.ng theſs or eny other of his facred 
Words, to uphold themſelves in the wiltul breach of 
a righteous Law, Þ 


t. The riſe of theſe words (ar the occafion of them) 
was from a diſpute berwixt the Serbs and the Phayr- 
ſets, and Chriſt about his Diſciples, cating Bread 
with unwaſh: hands, Then came te Jeſus Stri5's and 
Phariſe's, which were at Zeruſulem, layuug, Why'en 
thy Diſciples rranſgreſs the Traditions of the Elders, 


tor they waſh not theig hands when (they cat uns , 
: £2 
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Unro whomChrift anſwered, Why do you alſo rranſgreſs 
che Commundmenrs of Ged, by yeur Traditions > For 
God commanded, ſaying, Honour thy Father and thy 
Mother, and he that curſerh Father or Mother, lec 
kim dic the death, Bur ye ſay, whoſoever ſhall fay 
to his Father er tohis Mother, it is a gift by whar- 
ſocver rhou m_ be profired by me, and honour not 
his Father and his Mother, he hall be free ; thus 
have ye made the Law of God of none effec, by your 
Traditions. By which, his anſwer, he is (o far from 
vindicating any one in the breach of the leaſt of Gods 
Antient and Righteous laws, that he ſharply reproves 
them, for making but one of them void by their Tra- 
ditions. And pray now, tell me, what great difference 
is there berwixt the Scribes 2nd Pha-iſeez, who by 
their Tradition made void the Law of God, concern= 
ing « mans honouring his Father and Mother, and 
thoſe who by a Traditions! Cuſtome, endeavour to 
make void this law of God, againſt cating Blood. 
Aiter Chriſt had thos far anſwered the Phariſees, he 
ſpake ro the Myltitude, to the intent that they might 
ec the Iavaidity of the Tradition of their Elders, 
in not cating with unwaſhed hands, ſaying, net that 
which goerh into the mouth, defiles « man, but that 
which comerh out ; - amongſt which, he reckons Thef: 
For enc thing : Now what is Theft, but taking char 
ts our own uſc, which is none of oary, as every 
one doth, which ſeiſctl: the Blood of any Beaſt to his 
ewn ule for food,— Burt further, That Chriſt by 
theſe words, never meant the eating of any thing thac 
was unlawful, he fully explains his meaning» in ver. 
20. even ſo 18 tat with woweſht bands, defileth not a 


+ man, Theſe laſt words of Chriſts, being 2 full and 


clear Explanation of the intent, and of the meaning of 
his former words ; there cannot he the Traſt colour of 
proof from henee, to maincain the lawfulneſs of cat= 
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The next Scriprure commoenly alledged, is in At#s 
19, 12. nnttbg os Vikoa which Peter ſaw, of 
all manner of Beaſts and Fowls; unto whom a Voice 
ſpake, ſaying, Kiſe Peters {ill and eat ; but Petcy 

id, not /o Lord, ſor there bath never any thing that is 
comment & wntl:an, entretd into my mouth. And the 
Voice laid, #hit God bath cleanſed, that cal not thes 


. Common. 


And what doth this Scripture make for cating blood, 
why truly juſt norhing; for there is not one word 
concerning it in all che Chapter ; nor apy ſuch thing 
by che Holy Ghoſt incended;for neither did Peter cars 
nat did God intend he ſhould, but how'd him a Viſ- 
on, which re all Nations, and this was the 
Conſtruction he made of it, #s by his own words t» 
Cornelins, ver. 28. doth appear : And be ſaid wnty 
them, ye know bow that it is walawfil for a man thit xs 4 
Few, to kerp company, or to come nite oe of another 
Nation : but God bath ſhewd me, that 1 ſhanld not call 
any man common, or wwclean. So that the —_ 
this Scripture for the lawfulneſs of cating Bloods 
argues abundance of weakneſs and ignorance in thoſe 
that ailedg ity or that they are very hard pur co it for 
wane of a proof, when they bring ſuch a Scripture as 
doth not once mentian it,and therefore but a poor ſhifc 
to excuſe fin, When our firſt Pareges bad fin'd incati 
the forbidden Fruit, ro hide their ſhame, they hed 
Fig-leaves rogerher, and would have cxculed theiefing 
and laid it upon God, The Wenn that thou gaveſt, 
ſaid-Adam, he gave me, and 1 did crat.-— Even o 
now, The Sons of men having cranſpreſt the Law of 
God, by cating that Blood which he hach abſolutely 
forbiddeny do endeavour to pick up here and there a 
{pecious twre (which are fo weak, that they can't 
hold together) to hide op fin ; and quore chm, 
4 4% 
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2% if they would tell God, the Scriptures which he 
ligth given them, do advile and counſel chem to car 
Blood, contrary t@ his command. 


The next Scriprure, &# recorded in Rom, 14: 14. 
1 thruaw, and an prifinided by the Lord Jeſas 
Chriſt, t1.1t there 1s nothing witlen of it ſelf, but to 
lin that efte- meth any thing t- be waclcary to bimit us 
anlean. Hence ſome argue, if nothing be uncican 
of ic (elf, hen Blood is' not, Ergo, it's lawfnl ro car 
is. Bur [ deny the Conſequence, as falſe, tor Blood 
cannot be one-ot the things whick the Apoſt'es ments 
for his diſcourſe througour the whole Chaprer, rends 
onely co the ſarivfying, and quietn: the Conlciences 
of thoſe that differed in their Judgmencs abour caring 
of mears, for {aith he, vir, 3, One believes that he 
may cat all chings; (that is to lay, all lawtu! chings) 
and another who is weak, cat*th Herbs x; for it we 
take the word all things, in fo large a ſenſe as to ex- 
cept nothing, then mans fleſh is nor excepred; and (+ 
Parents might ext their Children, and one man car 
another, and lay it is lawful, for nothing is unclean 
of it ſelf ; rhe tho ughes therert muſt needs be wice 
ked, but he aft abominable, The difference is about 
meats, lawtul meats, meats which God had ordain. 
ed for Food, for if the Apoſtle did in the word, all 
things. include the caring of Blood, Ie makes him. 
ſelf a tranſgrefſor; for theſe are his own words, Gal. 
>. 18, If 1 build again the thirgs which I haze deftvo;- 
ed, 1 mike my ſelf x tranſ.reſſes, Now it was 2 part 
of the work of his Miniſtry, to deſtroy all che ſinful 
and evil Cuftomes -of te Genilcs, whereof this of 
eating Blood was one; which if he ſhould have buile 
them up again, having conkrmed them in the contra- 
ry before, when he drlivered thera the Decrees of the 
Church, he muſt needs make hinwelf a Traoſgreffor 


by 
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by h's ew! words : Which I am confident he never 
didg having provounced a curle againſt himſelf : An» 
gels, or any one <l:c, that ſhould preach any othee 
Dottrine, then that which he had alrcady Preachr ro 
the Gzlatiars, A: 16. 4. Unto whom he delivered 


with his ewn hand, the Decree of the Apoſtles, a 


eainſt cating Blood, Se thar this ſenic, that it is law« 
ful to cat Blood, becauſe the Apotle ſaith here, wo- 
thing i- wxclea» of it ſelf ; is an unjuſt wreſting of his 
word, © vaidicate an unlawful a&R, und io conſe. 
quertly @ belying of the dead * for it can never be 
prov'd, that the Apaltle Paul after his-converfien, 
did ever at any thing that was abſolutely forbidden 
to ſatiznc the weakne(s of any one, alchough he did 
forbear uling what he might lawfully have uted. Now 
then, If Paw would abſtain from eating feſh, whith 
was lawtul for him to cat; to comply with his weak 
brother ; how much more ought we to comply with 
the Almighty God, in abſtaining from that which is 
unlawful by his Command. Thert can therefore 
from hence be no proof, nor ground, to mainrain the 
lawfulncts of cating Blood, there _ not the leaſt 
mention made of it throughout the whole Epiſtle, f6 
that hitherto this Antiert Law of God ſtands (refit 
ie Curra) firm and immoveeble. And therefore & 
bleſſing atrends obedience to ity for it is written, 
Blriji.d are they thet do bis Commandment?, Rey. 13.14. 


T !uz nevt Scripture Teſtimony which is broughe, 
were Pals words in his brſt Epiſtle ro Timatby, cbep. 
4+ ViY. 3, 4, 5. forbidding ro Marry, and command- 
ing to abſtain frem Mears, which God hath created 
to b: received with thankſgiving, of them which be« 
leve and knoy the Truth y for eytry Creature of 
Gog is good, and nothing he refuſed, if it be re- 
ceived with thankſgiving, for it is ſanRified by the * 
Weard of God and Prayer. Now 
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Now certainly, This Scripture affords Blood-ear* 
er3, as little encouragement, or leſs, chan any of the 
«ther. For faſt, He ſpeaks bur of ſuch Mears which 
. God had created to be reccived with thankſgiving of 
them which believe and know the Truth, but no one 
ih the world, can ever prov*, that God crexted Blood 
to be food for man, and therefore it cannot be in» 
cluded inthis Scriggure, Secondly, He ſpeaks onel 
of the Crearure, that it is good, and not to be refuſcd, 
but doth not mintion the life of the Creature, which 
is the Blood, God lumiclf having made 8 diftinition 
berwint the Creature, and the life of the Creatare ; 
it is wiidord in « Believer to own it, and comply wi 
hiw init, I confeſs, every Creature of God 13 good, 
and of cyery Creature , any one may cat, but the 
life of the Creature,which is in the Blood, none may 
car of, We enjoy nothing in the World nor pollels 
any thing, but we hold it of Gods free gift, in which 
likewiſe we are bat Tenancs at will, Job 1. 21. Thoſe 
things which God hath freely g-yen us, we ma 
make ule of to his praiſe and honour, but th 
things which he hath not given us, but forbidden us 
to meddlc with, if we rake and uic them, we uſe them 
ro our own ſhame, and his diſhonour, in 1 Cor, 10 
31, We arc commanded, wherher we cat or drink, or- 
whatſoever clc we do, to do all to the glory of God, 
bur certainly, none can glorifie God, by doing that 
which he hath forbidden, and herein this Seriprure 
laich, every Creature of God is good, and not to be 
refuſed, if it be received with thankſgiving : And 
certainly, none can give thanks to any perivn, for 
taking that which they were ferbidden, without ci» 
ther derifion, or a corrupt Coniciences and God will 
nor be mocked, for he is righteous in all his wayes, 
and holy in all his workgye— 


It 
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If any one that is a true Chriſtian, ſhall ſeriouſl y 
er rheſe rhings, and be yer otherwiſe minded, I 
God im his own time, will convince him of ir g 
and alchough there are many good Chriſtians, who 
cannot preſently regcive it, yer 1 do not much admire 
ar it, becauſe Chriſt ſaith; That no nas beving dyonk 
old Wine, will preſe«tly drink new, far be ſaith, the old 
is bett:!1. The fore-mentioned Scriptures, arc the 
main Teſtimenies which are alleged, to prove the 
lawfulneſs of cating Blood ; which an unbiaſſed ſoul, 
and one not wedded to his own will, nerglew's tos 
finful cuſtome, cannot but confels, prove no' ſuch 
thing. 


From oo may in Sacred Scriprure, vindi- 
cutting this Satred and Antien law of Abſtinence form 
Blood, | will deſcend to the Succefſors of the Apoſtles 
and Primitive Chriſtian, 1n Faith and Diſcipline, and 
ſe what we can lexrn from them. Tertuiliae a famons 
Writer, and one of the firſt Writers from the Apo 
ſles, in his Apology made in the defence of the 
Chriftians ; when _ were yexed with wrongs, and 
falſly accuſed of Infidelicy , raking their cauſe in 
hand, defendeth them againſt the Perſccutors , and 
their landerous Accuſations, being falfly acculcd to 
be enemies to all Mankind : How could that be ſaith 
Tertullian, to Scapuls, fering the proper Office of rhe 


* Chriſtians, is by their profeſſion, to pray for all men, 


to loye theig enemies, never requiring evil for evil, 
when as all other do leve, but onely their friends, and 
ſchrcely. them ; and as wuching the horrible a& of 
murdering Infants, how can that be true in the Chri- 
flians (fairh he) whoſe order is to abflain from all 
Blood, 3nd Strangled, infomuch, that it is not law- 
fal for them'to touch the Blond of any Beaſt at heir 
Table when they feed. Doftor Kimmord, rn 
Cham» 
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Champion, and faithful Defender of the Proteſtane 
Faith, in his Comentary on the New Teſtament, 
having written ſomewhac doubtiully of this macrer 
yet in his Review of the ſaid work, Page 95. ſaich, 
It cannot be denied, but that che prattice of Abſtinence 
from exting Blood, and things Strangled, had a long 
continuance in the Church, eſpecially amongſt che 
Greeks, as Tertallian, Minuiius, Necephorns, Clemens, 
Mlexandrinus, and others do eeftifie, And amongſt 
the Cannons "Apeſtolical, this one js inſerted, that 
'no man ſheuld make Blood his Food. And in the 
Council of Gangra, Ann Chriſti, 324, Cont, 18. It 
was thus written, If any condemn him that eaccch 
fleſh, except it be Blood, or Strangled, let him be 
Anathewa. And in the Gxth Council of Trails, 67. 
Cannon, it was thus decreed : The Holy Scripture 
having commanded us to abſtzin from Blood, and 
things Strangled, and from Fornication ; thole there» 
fore that for delicacy, by any Art, dreſs the Blood of 
any Creature for food, and (6 ext it, we vehemencly 
rebuke ; if therefore any man hall from henceforth, 
eat the Blood of a Beaſt after any manner ; if he be a 
6 mr, ler him be Depoſed, if a Laick Excommunni» 
caccd, 


From theſe ancient teftimonies of the Fathers of 
che Church, Ir is evident that for abeye 300 years 
after Chriſts Incarnation, this ancient Law of God 
did ſucceſſively centinuc in the Church ; 


For (1) Tiredlia 1, in vindicuting the Chriſtian# a- 


gainſt char curſed Ninder, that. their enemics branded 
them with,of murdering Infants, faith, That rhe Chri. 
ſRians held it unlawful to touch the blood of any Beaſt 
at their Table when they did fced, and therdfore im- 
poſſible that they {1-9uld make 35 their pratice to i0- 

bruc 
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brue their hands in innocene bloodzeſpecially the bleod 
of young lnfants. 


(2.) That amongſt che Cannons Apoſtolical, this 
one was found written, That no man fhould make 


'bleod his food, ; 
3.) That in 'the Council of Gangre wherein che 
di of Meats was debated, it was decreed, that 


ir was lawful to car flcſh, except the blood, as thar 
Beaſt Chat was ſtrangled in his blood, whereby ir-is 
evident, chat till chen (which was 324 years after 
Chriſt) the Law of God againR cating blood continue 
ed in force amongſt Chriſtians, and when it was re» 
pealed, ne man can tell, 


{4-) After this in the ſixth Council of Tulls, the 
Fathers'of the Church then aflembled, upon diligent 
ſearch of rhe ho'y Scriptures, confirm'd and ratified a» 
gain in the Church, this ancient Law of God againſt 
cating bleod by an additional Decree to thac of the 
Apeſtles, in this form of iri& 2nd lever words, 
Toe boly $rriptures having comma wies us 10 abſiais from 
bleed aid things (rangled, and from fornication, thoſe 
therefore that by ny a (mark that clauſe of the Dee 
cree— by any ail) Hell dreſſe the blood of any creature 
for food and ſo cat it, we vtbemently bub 8 ; if therefore 
any mat ſhall f-om hexciforth cat the blocs of any Beaft, 
« ter any manners if be be & Cl:ik, let bem be depwed,, if a 
Laick excomauiiatel, A largo Parapliraſe might be 
made upog this Decree, to exrtenuate the guilr of theig 
fa, who is ſpire and contempt of the ſacred word of 
God, dv from day to day, dehile their coniciences, dew 
ride the obedience of the primirive Churches cf Cheiſt, 
by lining t!cir hands and lp, and bll:ng their bel 
lies with that ever forbiddep food, tlie blood of nr 
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ſo hateful & ebominable to the ſervancs of God in for« 
mer cincs 85 may yet further appear by what follows, 


\ Sera Sthelafticus in the coninuartion of che Eccle- 
Hiftory of the firſt 600 years after Chrift, be« 


on Cn Exſebins left in the beginning of che- 


of Conſtantine the Emperourgthat great and wor- 
thy Parron, and Defender of the Chriſtian Faith, wri- 
ting of the diviſions which were then in che Church, 
takes an occaſten ro mention the diſturbances thac were 
che Churches in the Apoſtles times, which 
were recenciled by a Decrec agreed wy by the Apo 
Riles and Elders o the Church aſſembled at Feruſaltm, 
concerning which he thus writes, Eccl, Hiſt, bb, 5, 
page 35 4,— Neither were the Apoſtles times without 
ſ«ch broils a-d diſſentions, wither were they then ſ. (ves 
act of st, a, it apprareth by the Atts of the Apoſtles, 
or when the Apoſtles widerſtond of the trmult and fiir 
vaiſcd among the faithſul, through the variety and contene 
tiew of the Gentil-5gthry all aſſembled together: They laid 
down 2 certain holy Law, the _ they publiſhed 
unto the world in form of aa Epiſtle, tefivning the 
faichful from the heayy yoke of bondage, from rhe 
vain and frivolous contention rifing thereof, they have 
raught chem a ſure and certain rule for the direRion 
of good life, preſcribing them only ſuch things as were 
necefſary to be obſcryed: and alchough the Epiſtle is to 
be ſeen in the Ar of the _—_ yet is there no cauſe 
ro the concrary, but that the Reader = find ir among 
cheſe our Hiſtories. The Apoſtles, the Elaers —_— bre= 


thren, unto ſuch brethren 2s of the Gemiiles inhabir 
Antioch, Siria, and Silicia, ſend greeting, whereas we 
are given to underſtandzthat ſome which departed from 
us have troubled you with words, and cumber 
minds, ſaying, ye muſt $o circumciſed, and keep the 
Law, to whom Lo gave 


{uch command : it ſcemed 
therefore 


mY 
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therefore unto v3 being gathered togerher wich 
one _—— ro ſend choſen men unto you, with out 
beloved Barnabas & Paul, men they artythat jeoparded 
their lives for the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
therefore we have [ent unto you Judas, and Silas, whe 
by word of mouth, can declare unte you che ſame; for 
it ſeemed good une the Holy Ghoſt, 'and to us, to 
charge you with no more then with theſe neceflary 
things, (to wit,) that ye abſtcin from things offered 
unto [Gols, from blood, from things ſtrangled, and for- 
nication, ye ſhall do well in keeping your (clyes ande= 
bled from theſe things, farewell. Theſe things were 
agrecable with rhe will of God, for {9 the Epiſtle re» 
Kikerth : ir pleaſes the Holy Ghoſt nor tg burthen you 
further then with the obſeryation of cheſ, necefſaries. . 
But ſome negleRing theſe chings, account vf turni 
tion as a thing indifferent, yer they contend ebour holy 
dryer, as for life ahd dearh, in the mean timesthey de» 
iſe the commandements of God, and eſtabliſh them 
anons of their ewn, they ſer at naught, they make ne 
account of the Law publiſhed by che Apoſtles, and fo 
unadviſedly, they put in ice Decreer comrary une 
to the will of God himſelf, Thus far Sa574- 


be, —— 


From the writing of this holy man, who was Cwit- 
neſſe of many things he wrete,and was zcalous for the 
Churches welfare, I cake notice of the high cſtrem 
which he had of this myſt ſacred Decree. 


t. Hecalls it « holy Law, which did deliver the 
faichfull from the heavy yoke of bondage, and fram the 
vain and frivolous contentions ariling thereof, 


». He calls ics furs md cercyin rule for the dire- 
Riva of gow life, ” 
5 
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3. He acknowledgeth it ©o be agreeabe is the will bf 
bed. 


+ 
4. That they were chings nzceflary to be obſer- 
ved. 


5. Condemned thele that accounted them indif- 


6, He calls the things c ncained in the Decree, the 
apdemencs of Gady blames thoſe that deſpiſed, 

fer at nought, and made nv account vf this Law (for 
ſo he calls it) of the Apoſtle, and yer were zealous to 
pug ip praRtice their own Cancas and Degrees, though 
contrary to the will of God himiclf. — — which(wah 
icf I [pcak it) is the grand nuſance of this age, for © 
divided Religious Partygarc ideavouring t© build 

nnd fe up ſome new thing of their owD, never known 


in the primitive Church, whillt this molt jacred Des | 


cree of che pureſt Church that ever was in che world, 
lyes waſtc,and uarcgarded,nay viliacand (et at nought 
with ſpitc and hatred. Will any chat are King Cherles 
his loyal Subjx&5, be offended at ſuch, who Rrickily 
keep his Majcltics Laws,and obey his Decrces ? 1 {ps 
pole not? can any then that are true and oyal Subjetts 
to Jeſus Chriſt the King of Kings, be ut-1ded «rt choſe 
that keep his Laws and ſtoop to his Decrees + Me- 
thanks they thould nat ; and yer many thi pretend 
to be ſuch do.ifihey will nor k:cp them themlelves, her 
chem not aggravate their fin by bring offended at 
thole that do keep them, 1 do 'adin.r* that ary Tan 
and up in the Church, and with their mouths giyc 
Glory to the Fatier,a'd ts the Sor, a1d ts the boly Gogh, 
and yer from day to day,dilhongur this one Godhead, 
by the wiltul breach of a {acres Decree conkraed by 
them in Heayen, and ſeemingly io give thous cunlens, 
that 
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thac 25 things wer? in the beginning, ſo they ſhould 
be now,and tor eyer hereafter ; and do yet diſpiſe this 
Law, and ſo utnerly rcjeR ir as if ic hid never been 
in being, nor ever put in practice by the Church of 
Ged in former Ages, Pray ex!] me Chriſtians, Hoy 
do you think to glorifie God on Earth 2 How will you 
make his Name glorious ? by Works + No Chrilti- 
ans, that will not do it, it muſt be by obedience ro 
his Laws,by doing what ke commands. For thus cid 
Jelus Chriſt glorife his Facher, Jo. 17.4. 1 have, glocis 
hed chee on carth, I have finiſhed the work which thou 
gra me to do.[f che ſons, of men will not glyrific God 
y obedience, he will glorihe him'ſdf in their d-ftrue 
Aion, if you will therefore ds az you lays that is, givg 
glory to Father, Son and holy Ghelt, obey chat Law 
which cawe forth from then, and was never yer re- 
pp»led by chem. The lace vokappy Parliament Laid, 
= cher mouth, that they would, make King 6hwles 
e Firſt a glorious King, but with their Hands they 
firſt threw awa y his Laws, then difgraced hiai all that 
they could & - ow ards murgcred him «x 11.5 oy q dete 
and trampled his blcod under theig feet, thus" arolh of. 
the ſony & danghers of menyde gleriat God in wards 
& do hum all the diſhooaqr that ghigy cap inthe breach 
of his Laws, delighting in choſe fins which pit his fon 
w death trampling his Lood unes their fept, and doe 
ing deſpite ro the Spirit of Grate, »nd all thraugh diſs 
cbegience and rebellion againſt his Sacred Decrtts, 


Another . thing I cangot bye admire ' 15, alntthptt. 
Chriſtians, is that any ſhould with ſuch few of deVt- 
tion as they «oy utter theſe words (in their plbiick 
Prayers to Almighty Gaod,) Lighte® our dark ef; we 
beſeich ther, O:Lord : ind Jes witfolly ſhut auf evei a> 
gaixſt the light of this Decree, which ſhifies, '3 bale it 
and (rar witheur any clouds upon it, ker every its 

E peniation 
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ſpenſation of the mind of God. Pray tell me Chrifti- 
ans, whit light woald you have > Would you have 
rue light + why you have it with you, if you will but 
ſearch the ancient Records of Gods Will in the Old 
and New-Teſtament, or believe whars revealed to you 
from hence. -7hy word, (aith David, is a Lonp unto my 
fer, a light into my paths, een thou mine O's that 
1 may behold wondrous things out of thy Law. The Law 
of the Lord is prifett converting the Sou! : The Teſtimony 
of the Lord i; ſure making wiſe the ſmple : The Statutes 
of the Lord art right regoyeing the brart, the Commanc me «t 
of the Lord is pure, entighering the ey's ©: the Fulgments 
07 the Lord ave true and righteous altogether, Pfal. 19. 
9, 8, 9.—To the Law and to the Teſtimony, faith 
&, If they ſpeak "no according ro this word,it is, 
becauſe there is nv liphein tThetn, 1/z, $, 20. We bave 
a bn te word of prophefie, faith Peter, whereunts 
do Well that give beed as wnth'a light that ſhirtth in +> 


daſh plates — what would men have totem 


+ , If you would have new Light, you nauſt ys look 
Fort where *cis, if There be any ſuch thing, for my 
Part I do utterly diſown'#l] new Light, eicher in Men 
of Angels, for I muſt tell you Chriſtians,;thar wharſce 
ever is newis falſe, ler theſe that are weary of the ſer» 
vice of the Eternal God, and of his Son, who is called 
the” Ancient 6f days, whoſe wayes 'arc everlaſting 
commandments, go ſeck them a new God and a new 

ight, bur i muſt te}! ye they are both falſe, that only 
if the. truth which hath codured from generation to 

tion. 


*I canner likewiſe but admire at ſome orher Chriſti- 
ans by. profeſſion, who having arrained ro a greater 
meafure of knowledge then ordinary, and nearer ro the 


partern of primiciye rimes then our pablick wayes 23 
: they 
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they ſuppoſe , and yer over look this eftabliſhe Law ia 
the Church, and therefore no wonder they contem 


the mean Ceremonies of our Church when without * 


all cruplc of conſcience y ſer light by this once 
highly eſteemed Decree of the Church, B-r per!.aps 
it i but an overſight in them and us, &rherefore it may 
be when we have look't over the Records of Goos Sa- 
cred Laws again, we may take better nocice of this 
one, then we have done termerly, and ſo be brought 
at whe laſt to captorm rp thus as well as to ortliers. 


There is 2 Sermon in print, which was preach. 
ſome years fince by Mr. Durel Miniſter at the Savoy to 
the French Praxeſtanc Church, and dedicated ro King 
Chal 5 who now fwayes the Crown ana Scepter of this 
Kingdome — wher* in he laith page rhe fitth Thatthe 
Pope and his Emifſiries h1d fo abuled the Chriſtian 
Religion , tluge it became ſo dilhgur'd that it 
could ſcarcely be kagwn, when compar'd witls 
what it had been in the muuth, v ricings, and pratice 
of the Apoſtics ard their neareſt {uccefiors, a man is 
not theretere conentious, for dilputing or conteſting 
when there is caulc for it, and the thing deſerves it, 
in ſuch x ciſc to be falency, were to be lukewarm and 
cowardly, and it were rhe way to incur the puniſhment 
wherew th our Saviour threatens thoſe that are ſuchs 
when he faith, That he will ſpew them out of his 
mouth. And turther, in page eight he ſyichs That the 
Apoſtle Paul was unwilling to ſooth in their i!] humors 
thole contentious Corinthians, whe were {o raſh as to vis 
oiare zhe orders eſtabliſhed ip the Church, bur thinks 
it more expedient to inſtruQt and reprove them 
and elſcwhere in page fifteen, he ſaith, ic was evident 
m0 ail the world, by che progeedings of the Church cf 
Ex ied, againlt rhe - Church of Kone, that their in- 
480: 90 CTC DSK £0 go) th:- Church, bug only ts 
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reform it, nor to forge a new Religion, bur t> r6« 
ſore that which Chriſt and his Apadlitles had tzughr 
us, t that Puricy which we ce it hath in their Wri- 
tings, and which it hath had ia the Priftice of the 


Primitive Church. 


No man under the Heavens can in a more perfe&t 
form of words, cadeavour the Reſtauration of this 
antient Decree, into the praRtice of Chriſtians now, 
and the reſcuing it our of the impions hinds of the 
Pope, and his Shavlings, whoſe words herein are as 
trne as the Goſpel ; and if he tully intend what he 
wr.tcs, F« cannot bur vindicate me in this Dodqtrine 
which 1 Preach. My anely aim being at the Reviyal 
of an Anticnt Decree of Heaven, almoſt buried in 
the grave cf Oblivion by the Sons of Men, and al- 
moſt ſtifled i» death by the Popes own curſed Cannons 
and Decrerals, For it is evident that the eating of 
Bloed, is #1 upſtart Error of the Church of Rome, 
Mm oppoſition to this Antient Decree of the Primitive 
Clurch, ; it being the centinual work of that Man of 
ſin, by all wayes and means to race out whatſoever 
was Anticat, the better to'vend and pur of the New 
Wares, which kis Cardinals, Merchants, and Merci» 
nary Jeſuits, by the device of rhe Devil, were to cx- 
change for the ſouls of the people, 


And that this was, and is, an Error of that Anti- 
chriſtian Charch (not yer throughly reformed in 
England) ray, ſcarcely thought of, er diſcerned ro 
be an Erreq,— Ic is evident jf we may believe the 
words of otic of the Popes Champions, Dottor Weſton 
by zame, whe in the Diſputation held at Oxſ#d, in 
the Popes behalf, againſt Cranmer, Ridley, 2nd Lati- 
mer, ofed this Syllogiſm of Logick (or rather So- 
rhiſtry) ro prove their new opſtart Idolarrous Do- 
"Arine, of Trantubtanciarion, Thac 


- 
Wo N 
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That which was forbidden in the Old Teſtament 
k commanded in the New, 


To drink Blood was forbidden in the Old Teſts» 
ment, and commanded in the New, 


Ergo, It is the very Blood of Chriſt, that we drink 
an the Sacrament, 


Whence note, That he tayeth the ftirength of his 
Argument for Tranſubſtantiation, in the lawtuinels 
of crinking Bloed, one of the ſafeſt Sylogiſmes that 
ever was drawn ; for the drinking of Blood is neither 
forbidden in the Old Teſtament, nor commanded ith 
the New : The Law of God indecd torbids cating its 
and if the Law of God forbids ro car it, the Law of 
Nature forbids to drink ir, Yea, Nature it (cif ab» 
hors to drink ir, and can it be agreeable i@ Nature to 
eatit? We may as well mingle Blood with our 
drink, as mix it with our meat, beth which arc an 
Abominatien to God. 


If God would haye given liberty and tolleraration 
x6 any to cat Blood, ſurely he would have given 
liberty to Noah at that time, his obely choice Ser- 
yant in all the Werld ; neither would he have hid « 
from him, if he intevded to have tollerared it for the 
future', for it was to him, and to. his Seed after 


him. 


Aﬀer all theſe things, 1 have laſtly theic few Con- 
(ideracions, to propound to thoſc that believe in Chriff, 
but are yer imperfe& in obedience, by reaſon cf their 
Non-conforryity to this Antient and uryrepeaied Law 
of God- 


(54) 
- Canfid. 7, Conſider whether that which was come 
manded in the O.d Tcfttment, and is contiemed ig 


the New, can without Ergur, be v.oiated and broken, 


Confid. 2. Corffider whether that which was write 
ten by advice, and counſcl of the Holy GhoſR, and 
uwtanmoully agreed upon by the &poilies, Elders, 
and Church of Chriſt, ougat not to be ovieeved by 
all that belicyc on him to the end of the World, 


Confid. 3- Conſider whether any one C10 without 
danger to kis fouls healthy ci her ighorancly, or wile 
fully kick and ſpur, againſt the keen cdge of Gods 
Werd, 


Confid, 4, Whether ic can ſavour/of true Chriſti- 
an Wiſdom, to argue and dilpure againſt the holy 
Laws, agd juſt Commands of a Gracious and Loving 
God 


Conſider, 5. Conſider wherher it be poſſible for 
any une to be a *ric and f,ithful Member of the wuc 
Church ot Chrift, char flights and conemrs by wile 
ful dilobedience, the Laws and Decrees which wee 


Enattcd oy the ſame Church. 


I believe many of you will make 2 mock at theſe 
things, 1 look for no leſs 3; but 1 muſt tcl you, that 
the hurt will be co your own ſouls,and although I can» 
not but grieve at it; Yet | ſhall not much wonder at 
it, becauſe it 1s no Hew Ming for inners to wrap them 
felves up in luch folly, #3'to make & muck at bo and 
evhruſt = yoke of Obedience from themg $9 bepar- 


tial in Gods L1w?, and-humearfome jn phe own 
wayes. Bur ler me tell you-in the word of the Lord, 
that if ye will be Chrifts tru Diſciples, ye muſt re- 


lol vc 


— » — 
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folve ro deny your ſelves, in your own Wills, your 
own Cuſtomes, and your own Wayes, and all ex* 
cuſes laid afide * Stumble ne mere at that which croles 
you, bur take it up to follow him, yea, to run aftee 
him inthe way of his Commandmencs. Unto whom 
with the Fathcr, and the Huly Gloſt, be aſcribed, 
all Honour, and Gloxy, Ovedicnce and Thank3 
ving, world without end, Amen. 


AN 
Hundred, Seventy and Six, 


SACRED 


OBSER VATIONS, 


Lipon the ſeveral 
O F 

(The Swcereſk of PSALMES) 
the Hundred and Ninteenth PSALM, 

X Stated, Opened, and Applied (as a brief 
Expoſition thereon) to the People of 
WEST CO#ES, in the Iſle of 

/ WIGHT, being the Exerciſe of my 
Publick Aſiniftry, in their New Chappel, 
lately Cofiſectated by the Right Reverend 


Father in God, George Lord Biſhop of 
WINTON. 


— — — — — — — 


Pal. 103, 17,18, 

But the Mercy of the Lord, is from Everlaſh® 
ing to Everlaſting , |»pon them that fear 
him : And bis Righteonſneſs unto Childrens 
Chi/dren, Kc. 

1 John 2. 4. 

He that ſaith I bnon biem, and lreperb not bis 

Commandments, is a Licr, and the Trub 

is nu in bin. 


= 


SS GECSES G0 
PR PRLERRE RYE 
To the Inhabitants of 
Weſt-Cows, Unity 
of Heart, in the trun 
Worſhip of God be gi- 
ven from, and "el 
medin Heaven. 


My Dear and Living Friends, 


[: is a rare thing to be 
really Religious,& as 
rare for ſuch as are ſo to 
be both in Judgment & 
Aﬀection, ſo free from 
prejudice and partial 
6 a2 


Ren A . md 2 


The Epiſile 
acceptation of any, as 
to eſteem of all rather 
according to their ſin- 
cerity in the duties of 
Religion, then totheir 
ſcrupulouſneſs in mat- 
ters of ſmalleſt impor- 
tance; For . there are 
ſome whoſe 'zeal is ſo 
vehemently ſet upon 
worthleſs trifles, as if 
they, were matters . of 
greateſt moment ; And 
others there are,w hoſe 
Antipathy 1s as adverfe 


ro ſome harmleſs things. * 


which 


| 


| 


| 
a 


| 
| 
| 


Dea atory, 
which have no fault at 
all, but in the fancy of 
thoſethatmiſtakethem; 
From both which ex- 
treams, the ſweet, Sa- 
cred and Golden Rule 
of Devotion, preſcrib- 
cd in this 119th. Fſalm 
(which contains an Im- 
partiall keeping, and 
an Univerſal walking, 
in all the Righteous 
Commands of God) 
will guide and direct 
you, to keep. at a ſafe 
and reaſonable diſtance. 
And 


The Epiſtle 
And ſo your reſpeQtsto 
crue Religion, will car- 
ry you on without dan- 
ger (of ſpliting your 
fouls, & being caſt away 
upon the (aribdes of 
ſuperſtitious ]gnorance, 
or of being ſwallowed 
up in the Sy/a of Spi- 
ritual wickedneſs. 

They do of right | 
belong to you, for ſe- | 
veral Reaſons. 

x. Becauſe they were 
for your ſakes, the la- » 
bour and fruits of my 


Study. 2, Be- | 


Dedatory, 

z: Becauſe they found 
ſo kind an Acceptation 
amongſt you, when I 
publickly delivered 
them. 

3. Becauſe many of 
ou wiſhed ; that you 
ad them in a Manu- 

ſcript, for your private 
uſe. 

4. That IF might 
leave a remaining Te- 
ftimony behind me, (if 
God either by death, 
or any other diſpenſa- 
tion of Providence, 


F 4 ſhould 


7 he Epiſtle 
ſhould call me from 
you) that in the work 
of my Miniſtry, my 
chief aim was Gods 
glory, and the goed of 
your ſouls. 

I have commurted to 
the Prefs, nor more, 
hor leſs, then what I 
took with my Pen for 
my own Memory, and 
have cnely quoted the 
Scriptures, that I made 
uſe of for Confirmati- 
on, Explication,/: and 
Applieation. IT hope 
/ mr 


Dedicatory. 
you will take the pains 
* r0 look out the Proofs 

and peruſe them,as you 
ſhall read the Obler- 
vations ;- whichiI'am 
ſurewill much redound 
to your- inward profit, 
and bea Teſtimony for 
you, that you have 
hungry and unfeigned 
deſires after faving 
Knowledg. The Lord 
bleſs you, and keep 
you; the Lord make 
his Face to ſhine upon 
you, and be merciful 
unto 


| The Epiſile, : 
unto you, and of his 


your Boſomes a thou- 


and unwearied kind- 
neſſes which many of | 
you have ſhewn unto | 


Tear weak and unwor- 
thy Servant in the 


woſt ſacred Imploy- 
went, 


Fohn Aoore. 


To 


Goodneſs, reſtore into ' 


ſand fold, the many . 


is 


dt. 


| $69496648: 
BBLEER 


" voveeevee- NTAIAE: 


To the Induftedan 
Reader. 


He Bereans are recorded ( 

the Alts and Monuments of t 

Primitive Churth) to be of 6 more 

noble ſparit then ſome other Chri- 
flrans were, becauſe they ſearcht the Serip- 
tres aayly, to ty) the truth of thaſ e things, 
which were delrwyered to them eves bj the 
Apoſtles themſelves. 


 ECELL 


which noble and L BgeWrus A of theers 
d14 without all prradwentare afford _ 
bet 


To the Induftrious Reader, 
both profit and delight ; profit, by the great 
encreaſe of thetr knowledge 11 the miſteries 
of "thewr own ſalva'ton, which the Hal 
Ghoſt calls the unſearchable Riches of Chr 
and delight; Lecauſe in ſearching the Serip- 
mares, = had a dayly profpet of the ſweet 
and ſacrea, holy and heawveply warieties of 
Gods gracious dealtngs with [iners uncon- 
werted, convertiB}, (#7 cried and confirs 


med, wncouverted in the time of their 


bliniineſs and iynoraxce, converting 11, the 
time of chetr willingneſs to le :1.[trutted, 
converted ty a ſacr: reſoluttongo return 
no more to their e/AE2)/:an alark neſ: 5 the 
wayes of ſin ;, and confirmicd by a confident 
af] urance of never falling away from the 
grace 4);4 f avour of God, 


uhith fourfold iiate, thou wilt clearly 
fee tn the ſeveral werſes of, and the obſer» 
<v4trons whith I hate (to my onn ortat jo) 
and comfrrt) collefled from the 1159 
Plalm, and 1 hope the ſatisfafiton of the 
audience, to whom they were arlivered, 0- 


pened and applied. 


[ 


= _— —— * % . 


w 


To the Induſtrious Reader, 
I have for publick benefit preſcribed 
the werſes with the Obſerwations thereang 
and only quoted the - Scriptures which4 
made uſe of in the Explicatios of themy 
purpoſely to put thee upon the like, and moſt 
noble employment 13 the world, the ſearch- 
mg of the Scriptures, which will yield thee 
39, 60, or 100 fold more profit and en-, 
creaſe of divine knon ledge, then the curſo- 
ily reading- whole Volumes of Eminent 
Men written at large, and render thee as 
objeft of Gads lowe, « faithfull and obeds- 
ent ſervant to Chriſt, who commanas us to 


| ſearch the, Scriptures, a follower of the 


Foot-ſleps * Hu Flock,. ſtrengthen thy 
faith, confirm thy hope, 4 thee with the 
fruits of charity, comfort thy beart, en+ 
lighten thy underſtanding, rejozce thy ſoul, 
wicken thy ſpirit, arm thee againſt the 
Toffrines of Satan, cheat thee 1m ſickneſs, 
prepara thee 'for death, and provide good 
exudence for thee 13 the day of Fudgment- 


All which moſt pretious and irwualua* 
ble priwiledpes, the God of all mercies, 
merciful 


=y a -— _ ww " and. 
* F3 ÞF SIA D *f, » 


ETC, Ic, uot only wats 
bat ano all that rgyay" 


Obſervations uponthe 
119 Pſalm. -- 


Verſ; 4. 


Broget om 


OW. 1. 


_ 
_ Ver. 2, 


7 
art they that 1momes, 

, Ry 4s teſtimonies, and that ſerk 

0b. z: 

'To keep the Teſtimonies of the Lied; | 

A ant mrs yyeners is ; op rd 
ure intereſt in crexrnal happinels, 

Hen Pre. 8. 24. wetter 


G —_ {- 


(42) 


Ver. 3» , 
They alſs do 16 iniquity,/bey walk in bis wayes. 
Oh. 3 


They who thus walk in the wayes of che Lord, 
have curn'd their backs _ the works and wayes of 
Carknels, Col. 1,13. 1 Pf. 2.9. Jo. 12.46. At 
26, 18, Ro, 13.13. Eph. $. 8, it. 

: Ver. 4 
This haſt commended us to keep thy precepts diligently. 
Ob. 4 

Ic is the duty of all theſe that fear God, and rhar 
ys for ſalracion, to ule all che diligence that they can 
to know and keep his ſacred precepts. Dit. > 8. 1,2. 
Hed. 11.%. Exs, I's. af, 26, Didi. 6. 6, 7s. 17.18, 
24+ Del. 1.13. 

Ver. Fs. 
O Gat my wajes were diretted to heey thy ſtatutes. 


Ob. 5. 


They who are truly ſcnfible of theſe thingy. are 
-pfieved ar che hear, that either rhey hove formerly 
walked contrary to the way of God revcaled by his 
Liws, or that,at preſent. they find a bacwardneſs in 
them{elyes to it, x Sams 15, 1h. Fete $3. 18, 19+ 
P/al. 38. 18, 


Ver, 


-— SS = © 


2 Ss x & 


, 


| 


Ver. 6. 
Then I_ uot be when I have 
— crys reſpelt unto 


0h. 6. 


The only way for atty man or woman to keep cthem= 
ſelyes frow ſhame, is to have « true and impartial re 
{pe to the righteous commands of God, Lu. x. 6, 
x Chron. 28.7, 3. 10%. 11:34. 


| Ver. 7. 


[will praiſe thee with uprightaeſt of bart, whes 
ſhall bave learned thy ———_—— —— 


Ob. 7. 


Thoſe whe are well learned in the righteous Judge 
ments of che Lord, and walk therein wich uprig 

hearcss are the only people that can praiſe the Lord in 
fincericy without dillkmulation and hypocrifie, 7of. 
24. 14. Epb. 6. 24. 1/7,4.1. | 


» Ver, L. 


I will keep thy flatutey, 0 forſche me not utterly,” * 
Ob. $. 


The true ſervants of the Lord taſte (o much fweer- 
neſs in him, by walking wich him in his wayes, ehac it 
raikes them reſolute and willing to cominue- therein, 
wiomuchy that 2 though! of departing from them is 

G6 % grigvous 


— 


44 


rievous to their ſouls, Job 34. 3. Jo. 6. 66, 69,68; 
Foal 34. 8, 


Part 2. Ver. 9. 


Foerewithall ſhall a young, mas cleanſe bis wayes, by 
rakieg b:ed thereto according to thy word, 


Ob. 92 


The only viſible means, which God hath preſcribed 
young men to keep themſelyes clean and undefiled 
from the pollurions of the world, is to ſquare their aQj= 
ons by the rule of his word. Þr0. 22,6. 1 Sen. 1.24. 
and ch. 3. 19 30. | 


Ver. 10s 


with my whole beart bave 1 ſought thee, © let me nt 
wander from thy commandments. 


Ob. 10. 


” . The beſt of the ſervants of God, being ſubjeR ro wan 
der from his wayess have dayly and continual need of 
his aſſiſtance to guide and keep them upright therein! 
Pſal. 31. $.and Pſal, 43. 3. 1ſt. 58. 11.79. Pſal.78; 
3 B+ 


Ver. I1, 


; Thy me bevy: I b.d 3: mine beart, that I might tot 
8 8ga1,( tb'e, 


l Kh . 


(45) 
Ob, 11. 


Thar which keeps the ſervants of Ged in a ſacred 
awe,and dtcad of his name, is the often hearing of his 
word, and the treaſuring it up in their hearts, Dies; 
9% 42 5» 6 1/6. 8. 13+ Dent. 4. 10, it, 12, 


Ver. 12. 
Bl:-ſſed art thes O Lord, teach me thy ſtatutes. 
Ob. 13, 

They that are willing ro learn the Rarures of the 
Lord, will in a ſhort time be ſuch proficjencs,that they 
ſhall ye cauſe enough to blefſe and praife *his 
Name, Hof. 6,3. Pro. $.1,to 12, and 16. 2 Col, 
I, ®, 10. 


Ver.13, 


with my li2s have 1 Geclared all the judgments of thy 
muuth 


Ob. 13. 

The word of God is of the nature of fire, which can- 
not contain it ſelf within dore, but mult nceds break 
forth ro publick view. Jer. 20.'9. and chap. 23, 39. 
Pſah. 39. 39. (Alt 4. 20. 

Ver. 14- 
I bave rooyred in thy teſtimonies, 8s mach 25 in all 


#. 
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Ob, 14. 


The creaſures of divine knowledge, do more rejoyce 
the heart of # true Chriſtian, than all carthly teea- 
ſures wharſaever, _ 1a. 1%. 3. and 35. 10, 1 Pet, x, 
8, Mat. 3.10, £4.24, 5+ 


Ver. 15. 


1 will meditate in thy precepts, and hrvt reſpett unto 
thy wayes. 
| Op, IF, 
Sacred reſalutions in the exerciſe of pious medica- 
tions, do beger a ſacred reſpet and holy love to the 


waytes of God. Dax. 1.8. 2 C0r. 1. 15, 16, 17, 18. 
Fadg, 5. 3. Heſt. 4. 16. 


Ver. 16. 


I will delight my ſelf in thy ſlatutts, 1 will not ſorget 
thy word. 


Ob, 16. ® 


They that take pleaſure and delight to ſerve Gd 

.and keep his Rarures, will at laſt obtain the gift and 

faculty of a good memory. Heb. 5. tt, 12, 13, 14. 
x Cor, 15. 2, Pſal. 103. 18, Lu, 24.6, 7, 8. 


Part 3, Ver. 17. 


Deal bount if all with thy ſervants, that 1 may live and 
keep thy word, 


6b, 


"a7 


&. & 
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of. 175. 


Gods gracious dealings with us, inthe diſtriburionz 
of his Mercics to us, arc ſtrong Engagemenes for u 
te live torhe praiſe of /his Name, which chicfly con« 
ſis in berping his Word, of. 24+ 13s 14. > Cor. 
T. 14; $O 


Ver, 18. 


Open thou mine eyes, that 1 may bihotd wondrous 
things out of thy Law, m 


ON. 18. 


The reaſon why men are ſo ignotant of che Myſte. 
ries of their Salvation, is becauſe che Eyes of their 
Underſtanding are not opened ; | and the reaſon why 
their Underſtandings are not opened, is becauſe they 
do not care to have them opened, Luke 24. 442 45+ 
Prov, 24. 30, 2 C0), 4. 3, 4+ 


; Ver. 19. 


1 am a ſtrarger in the Earth, bide not thy Commard- 
ments [rom me. | 


| Obſ. 19. 


The onely way © be acquainted with Gods fe- 
erers, is ro be affe&ionarely eſtranged from earthly 
things, Plel. 3, 19, $0. Col. 3. 1, 2. Hcb, 11.105 
14, IT, 16. 


6G 3 Ver, 
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Ver. 20. 


My ſoul breaketh for the: longing defere that it bath 
tothy Judgments at all timcs, 


Obſ, 20, 


The Myſteries of Salyation are ſo ſweet, and com+ 
fortable ro believing ſouls, that ir fills chem wjth 
ſtrong and longing deſires to encreaſe their know- 
ledg therein, Cat. 2. 3» 4+ Luke 10. 39, Att; 
17.11. Mat, 12. 43. 


Vers. 21. 


Thos baſt rchuked the proud that are curſed, which ds 
err from thy Commaidments. 


. : 


Obſ. 21, 


' The Knowledg of God, teacheth»Humility (and 
Humiliation is the way to Exalcation) which proud 
hard-hearred finners, ate unacquainted with, and 
therefore juſtly under a curſe, Mat, 11. 29« Pſa 
Io.4. Prov. 16.18, Zeph.z, 9,10. . 


Ver. 22, 


Remov! from me ſhame aud contemp!, for I bave cept 
thy Teftunanies, 


Oh. 22, 


A dayly walking in the Wayes of God, and a con» 
Kang keeping the Word of God, takes away all 
: orths " ſhame 


,. (49) 
ſhame from a believing Soul, and maketh him bold 
and contident in the publick profeſſion of his Name, 
Rom. I, 16+ Dan. 3- 16, I7, 18+ and Chap, Fo is, 
to 24+ 


Ver. 23. 


Princes alſo did fit, and ſpeak againſt me, but thy 
Servait dit miditate in ty Statutes, 


Ol. 23, 


Although the oppolitions which a Chriſtian meers 
with in this life, are many and great, yet can they 
pat diſcuurage, nor diſhearten him from proſecuting 
the enterpriſe of his Chriſtian warfare, As 33. 1,2, 
Heb. 11. 36. Pſal. 129. 1, 3. 


Ver. 24+ 
Try Teſtimonies alſo are my delight, and ty Courſellers, 
Obſ, 2 4. 
They that are firong in the Faith of Chriſt, and 
bold in the profeſſion of the Goſpel of Chriſt, hall 
heyer want advice and counſel how to walk his Wayes 


aright, Pſal. 16. 7, 20d 73. 24. 1/4. 28. 29, Rev 
3. 19, \ 


Part 4. Ver, 35. 


My ſoul cleaveth uito the du, quicken me according 
to thy i! ord. 


Gb/, 
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OWf. 25. 


The greateſt meaſure of Knowledg, nor the excel- 
lenceſt ornaments of Grace that & true Chriſtian 
can be inveſted with in this life, can never make him 
proud, becauſe he is ſtill ſenſible of his own unwore 
thyneis by reaſon of fin, and his daily wants of the 
quicknings of Grage, Ger. 32. 9, 19. Mat. 3.11, 
and $. $. 1 Tim. 1-15 


Ver. 264 


I have declared my ways, 41d thou btardeſt .ne + teach 
me thy Statutes. 


Obſ. 26. 


The onely way to receive ſatizfaftion from God in 
lupply of our wants, is humbly to make known unto 
God un our Prayers, what the things are that we do 
want, Jobs 14, 13. Phil. 4.6, 2 Chron. 4. 10. 


Ver. 27. 


Maht mu to underſtand the way of thy Pricepts, {4 
ſhall 1 talk of thy wordrous works, 


Obſ, 27. 


The myſtery of Gedlineſs is { great, that he 
which hath the greateſt meaſure of the knowledg of 
ity will never underſtand ir all whilſt he lives in this 
world, Kew. 11.3 1 Cor, 13.9. BEpb'[. 3.8. 


Ver. 


(51) 
Ver. 28, 


£2 pre nt.y bexvineſs, ftrengthen thou me ac= 


OW. 28. 


They that have the greateſt comforts in their ſouls, 
whilſt chey dwell in this body of fleſh, have ofren- 
times ſome clouds of ſorrow paſſing over it, which 
cauſerh heavineſs of ſpirit. As 4braham, Gen.15.12. 
Peter, Mat, 17. 4. Ciniſt, Mat, 27. 37. 

Ver. 29. 


Remove from me the way of Lying, and teach me thy 
Law graciouſly. 


Ob. 29+. 


There is a ſacred Dereſtationgf all falſhood, in 
the heart of every truce Chriſtian,Deat.7.2 6.Kom. 12.9 


Ver. 30. 


1 have chaſes the way of Truth, thy Juigments bave 
I laid before me. 


Obf. 30. 


There is nothing more pjzafing, or thar gives more 
CatisfiRtion and content to a 5«ieving ſoul, then the 
inward treaſures of Divine Truth:, Pſal. 23. + 
Prov, 3. 13s 14, If. 


Ver. 


(52) 


Ver. 3h 


I brute fluch wite thy Teſtimonies, 0 Lord, put me 
wot to ſhame, 


Obſ., 31- 


A ſacred and a full ſatisfaftion in the enjoyment 
of Divine truths, doth ſtrengthen the ſouls relluri= 
on net to part with them at any hand, Par, 6, Ty» 
rants may force their ſouls our of their bodies, but 
never the Lawy of Gog our of their hearts, 


Ver. 3. 


I will run the way of thy Commandinents, when thou 
ſhalt inlarge my heart, 


Obſ. 32. 


The inward bondage of the heart, is the onely 
great impediment to an holy lite,Pſal,4.3. and 116,16. 


Part 5. Ver. 33. 


Teach mr, O Lind, the way of thy Statutes, and 1 
fall keep i4 unts the end, 


OW. 33. 


A ſoul throughly caught, and inſtrued of God | 
how to erder his Steps, to walk in his Wayes, 4s 
ſomrunes- rouchr with a ſacred fear of falling away, 
ano therefore prays for Divine aſhiſtance to perſevere 
rothe end, 2 S4a- 6, 9. Gen, 28, 17, J0b 3. 25- 
Mat, 


(53) 


Mt. T4. 18, 294 39, Kan. it. 20, Heb, 4. 11-16, 


Give me underſtanding, and 1 ſhall keep thy Law * 
yea I will obſerue it with my whole beart. 


Obſ. 34 


TThe Sons of men being by Natgre blind and igno» 
rant in 'the diving Myſteries of Gods Laws, having 
continual need of inward Illumination to draw theie 
hearts ro walk cherein, Pſal, 18. 28. Ephc/. 1.18. 
Inke 1. 79. ' 


Ver. 35. 


Make mt to go in the way of thy Commandments *: 
for therein do I delight, 


Obſ. 35+ 


The defire of a gracious heart, reacherh as well 
afrer reſtruining Grace to keep him from fin, as after 
Divine love to bring him tc glory, Pſal. 19. 13+ 
I Chrons 4. lo, Pſal.5t. >, Rom. 6.1, 


Ver. 36. 


Exch1e my heart wito thy Teſtimecics, and not to Cv 
uites/n'ſs, 


Ol. 36. 
Such as is the hearrs inclination, ſuch is the ptr- 


ſons converſation, Prov, 38, 35, 2 Tim, 1.5. 
| Exk. 


Exch. 20, 16, Luke 6. 45. Exod, 35. 21, 23. 


Ver. 37. 


Tus ava) Ming eyes from beboldirg vanity * and 
quicken thou me in thy way. 


Obſ. 37. 


Sinful Objegs are the Devi!s portals, whereby 
like a Serpent he creeps into the fouls of the Sons and 
Dawghters of Men, Gu, 3.6. 2 Sm, 11. 2, 3, 4 
Fol. 7. 20,31, 


Ver. 38. 


Stabliſh thy word urto thy Servant, who is dcvoted 


to thy ſtar. 
Ob/. 38. 


The deparrure of the Word of God out of rhe 
heart, is the main cauſe of a ſouls departing from 
the fear of the Lord, Zaib, 7. 12, Luke 8. 1 
Hib, 3- 10,11, 13. 


Ver. 39. 


Tar: away my reproach which I ſear, for thy qudg ments 
ae good, 


Obſ. 39. 


The thoughts and apprehenſons of Gods fiery In» 
dignation and rcbukes for fin, do ſometimes lie forc 
and heavy upon a believing foul, 2 Cor, F+- 10, 11- 
Fſal, TH« I, 3, 3+ Heb, 10. 26, ro 31, V:t. 


(55) 


Ver, 40. 


Bebold 1 have lanted after thy Preceyts, quickea me ia 
ty righteouſneſs. 


w_ Op. 40. 


When Gods commands are « Souls delight, and his 
defires unlatuticd in longing aſter the knowledge of 
them, he will continually be reſorting to that foun- 
tain from whence ſuch quickning grace flowy, which 
he knows will throughly anſwer his deſires, ang fully 
ſatizi* him in the end. Pſal. 73+ 25» 26, 27, 28, 
Pſal. 71. 3, 53 6- Mar. 10, 1, 


Part 6, Ver. 41+ 


Let thy mercies come alſo wato me, 0 Lord, even thy 
ſalvation according to thy 1 0:4, 


0b. xx, 


The {ureſt way to prevail with God in prayer, is te 
bring our petitions within the compatis of a prom-ile. 


Gen. 32. 9. Exe, 33. 12, 1417. 8. 22 
Ver. 43. 


Soſhill 1 bave wherewith to [wes bin that reprozihe 
eth mr, for 1 truſt tn thy or 1, 


Ob. 42+ 
The Ward of God is the only Weapon that a Be- 


lever hath to worſt his Enemy with. Lu. 4. 4+ $. 
Ro, 4-17, 1C07, 1.19. Ver. 


(56) 


Ver. 43. 


Aud: take not the word of truth atterly ot of my 
moth, for I bave boped is thy Fudgments, 


6b, 43, 
So ſweer and precious is the Word of God to a be« 


lieving Soul, that he would not willingly be withhout 
it for all the world. Pro. 3. 15. 1 Pet. 2.6, 2 Pet. 


I. 4 
Ver. 44. 


So ſhall I keep thy Law continually for ever and 
cvurrs 


Ob, 44+ 
When a Souls ſole dependance vor future happineſs 
is in the promiſe of Gods Word, he hath no cauſe to 
fear the ruin of his Soul, 7Jof., 23.1 4, 15+ Luk. 1:72. 
3 Cor, 1, 20, Hib. 6.13. 14.15. 
Ver. 4F- 
And I will walk at liberty, for 1 ſeek thy Precepts. 


Ob, 45. 


The fureſt means, and cafieſt way to obraid ſpiritu» 
all liberty and enlargedneſs of heart, is by diligent 
ſecking after Gods ſacred Preceprs, Pſal. 1, 23 3s ' 
comp, with Jer. 17. 7,8. 


Ver, 


(57) 


Ver, 46. 


1 will ſpeah of thy Name &{/o before Kjags, and will no: 
be aſhamed. 


Ob. 46. 
+. 

Such is the undaunted courage and reſolution of the 
Auc and faichfull Servants of God, that they arc new 
ther affraid nor aſhamed ro confels his name before 
the greateſt Perlon in the World. Exo, F. I, 2+ 
1 Kg. 22, 14. 1 Sam. 15. 16,t0 25, J@r. 37.17» 
9 29, 


Ver. 47. 


Ard 1 will delight my ſelf in thy Commandments, 
which I baytTowed, 


Ob. 47. 

AﬀeRisn and love to the commands of God do he- 
ger delight and pleaſure ro walk in the wayes of God, 
ſal. 26. 8. Cant. 1.7. J0. 14. 21. Ia. $$. 13, 

Ver. 43. 


My haids alſo will 1 lift 1p »ato thy comgandments 
which 1 baut lowed, and 1 will meditate 14 thy Statutes. 


Gb. 4s. 


A true believer will make good with his hand, what 
his tongue confeflerh ro be the faith of his h:art. Gen. 
23-6, foſ. $.13- 1 $47, 17. 4% 

H 


Parc 


(53), 


Part 7, Ver. 49- 


Remember thy 11'ord unto thy ſervants, wpon which thas 
be# cauſcd me to hops. 


Ob. 49. 


God doth net gives becauſe we ask, but becauſe he 
hath promiſed co give to them that do avzk, 2 Sam, 
9. 18, to the end, 1/4. 43. 25, 26. 


Ver. 50. 
This us my conſort it my affliftion; for thy Ward bath 
quickacd me. , 
Oh. co. 


The truth of Gods Word in his promiſes to his 
Servants, is the only ſupport and ſtay of their ſouls 
from ſinking down und.r the burthen of aMiRions. 
Pſal. 27. 23. 3 Sam, 30. 6. 


Ver, ft, 


The proud bave had m: exctedingly 11 deriſcen, yet baue 
I not diclined [ron thy Law. 


Gb, 51. 


It is not an eafic thing for ungodly and wicked met 
to baffle a Belicyer out of his Falth, nor to jear him 
out of his Religion, G:n,z1.9. 15Sam. 17. 4. 
3 SP, 6, 20, 


Ve. £3, 


(59) 


Ver. 52 
. F w [ # ” 4 1 / 
| 5  COBmve” FF Þ 14 nents of 0!d; 0 Lo 4, an.1 hats 
ram, 9:1td my [el”. 
On. 53, 


The calling to remembrance Gods works of old, 
| doth open a paſſage into the heart of a Believer tore- 
Dew his comforts. Iſa. 25. 1: Pſ. {. 25. 6. ind T 4+ 
12. and Pal. 77. 5. to the end, Dlat. 3. 4. Pal. 44. 
3, 


b , 
Ver. 53. 
Hovver bath taker Lol w0:1 ne, b:cavſe of the wicked 
that /o ſake t'y Lan 
44 Ob. 53. 
ls 
" | A Chriſtians beſt comtorts in this life, are cither 
mixed og confronted with one grict or oiher, Ges. 47+ 
y 
Ver. $4 
ut 
Toy Statutes hawt bein my ſo'gs is the houſe of my 
0//gA mage. 
6b. 5 . 
ef 4 


the knowledge of Gnds Laws doth beger in the heare 


| There is no joy in this life lik: to that joy which 
| of a Believer, Pſal. 33. 4+ Hb. 13. 2,22, 23, 24+ 
\ 


H 2 Ver. $f. 


(60) 


Ver, {S. 


I remen ber thy Name, 0 Lord, in the 15;ht, and bave 
kept cby Law, 
Ob. 55. 
The remembrance of Gods Name rightly under- 
ſtood, doth fill « Chriſtians Soul wit dayly and 
nightly Meditations of the excellent things which pro- 


cccd from it. 2 Sem. 22+ 50. Pſal, 5. 1. and 9. 10. 
znd 4s. 10, and 143. 7, Cant. 1+ 3+ 


Ver. 5s. 
This 1bad, becauſe 1 kepe toy Precept-, 
0b. 56. 


The conſtant obedience of 8s faithfull hearr, cbating 
« bleſhrg of unknown priviledges, 2-Cor. 2. 6, 7,8, 
9g. and Clip, 3. 21, 22 33. 


Parc 8. Ver. 57. 


T9 avt my Portion, O Lord, 1 bevue ſaid that I would 
k:02 thy Wa. ds. 


Ob/. 57. 


An invercit in G»/, through Chriſt, is the greareſ 
Te:aſurc in all ch World, and the ſureſt Portion that 
any "ne Cau my, P/al. 37, 25, Phil, 3.7. $.Lam, 
3. 24+ 


Ver. 5v. 


ave 


der- 
and 
Pro. 
10s 


ItiNS 
7,8, 


"04/4 


arcl 
that 
Lam. 


! 
| 
| 
'1 


(61) 


Ver. 58. 


I intreated thy favour with my whole heart, be mtyci= 
ful unto mic according to thy Word. 


Obſ. 5$. 


The leaſt glimps of Gods favour, is better than 
thouſands of Gold or Silver ; and the gleanings of 
Grace, are better than a full haryeſt of carchly things, 
Pſal. 4.7» 8. Pſal. $4. 10, 11. 


Ver. $59. 
I thought on my wayes, and turned my feet unto thy 


Teſtimonies. 
A 


Obſ. 59. ” Ou. 

A deep and ſerious conſideration of our own finful 
Waycs, is ane of the firſt ſteps that leads a ſoul irto 
Gods waycs, Lam. 3.4%. Ek, $6.31. 

Ver, 60, 
I naw bafle, and delayed not to keep thy Commandments. 


Obſ. 60. 


Ir is wiſdom in the Sons of Men, to haſten their 
repentance, and dangerous ro deter ; it for a larc re« 
pentance is ſeldom truce, Mat, 3.2, Kev, 2. 5. and 
Ver, 31; 22. Lake 3.9. Rev. 3: 2, 3+ 


H 3 Ver. 


( 62) 


Ver. 6r. 


Tue Burd, of the wicked haue robbed me, but 1 baue 
ro! forgottes ty Law. 


OW. 61, 


No.outward loſs can deprive a true Chriſtian of in- 
ward comfort, Job 1,2 1., 2 Cor. 6. 10. Hb,zo. 23, 


Ver, 63. 


At midzight I wilt riſe to grvt thanks wito thre, bee 
tauſe of thy righteous judgements. 


Obſ. 6:. 


All times are ſexſomably alike to the ſervancs of 
God, both to call upon him by prayer, according to 
their neceſſicies, and to honour him with praiſes ac- 
cording to his mercices, Pſal, 55. 19, Cant. 3. 1, 
Als 16. 25. and 20, 7» 


Ver. 63. 


I am «4 Compunion of all them tat ſta/ thee, ana of 
then that Kerp thy Precepts, 


Obſ. 63. 


Holy commupion, and true Chriſtian fociety, is 
one of th. delights of the Servants of God on Earth, 
Heb. 10. 24+ 25. Milf 3. 16. If.l. 122. 1, 3, 3: 
. Fer, $o. 4. Iſa, 2. 2, 


Ver, 


( 63) 


Ver. 64. 


The Fayth, O Lord, is full of thy mercy ; teach mt 
thy Slatutts. 


Obſ,, 64+ 


The conſiderations of the infinitneſs of Gods mer«, 
cies to the Sons of men, is a ſufficient Sea-Card to 
dire& and guide them to tear the courſe of rheir 
Lyes in the ſtraight line of his Laws and Statutes 
Mch.7. 18, 19, 20. Epbeſ. 2.4. 17im, 1.13, 16, 
1 Pda. 1. 3. 


Part 9g. Ver. 6s. 


Thi haſt dealt well with thy ſervant, 0 Lord, «* 
cording to thy word. 


0b/. 65. 


Gracious ſouls remembring from what Fountain 
their mcrcies flow, cannae but acknowledg it with 


 dayly chankfalneſs, Pſi. 65. 11, and 107. 8. and 


145. 7+ 
Ver. 66. 


Teaci» me cool judemuyt, arts hrowledg © ſor I have 


' brlievd thy Commandments, 


Ob/. 66. 


One principal way and means to attain a right ape 
prchenlion and judgment in Divine Truths, is un- 
H 4 doubtedly 


(64) 
doubredly to believe that Gods Commands are Rivhe 


reo''4 and True, and therefore to be obeyed, Ger, 18, 
17, 18, 19. Pſa. 25. 14 Mat. 13.10, 


Ver. 67. 


B:ſore 1 was offlilel, I went aſtray ; but now have 1 
kert thy word, 


Of. 67. 


Carnal eaſe doth too often beger carnal ſecurity 
in the beſt of Gods ſervants ; and carnal ſecurity be- 
gers ſpiritual c-reicineſs, rhe onely remedy whereof 
18 ſome ſharp affl.Fion or other, whic!z God in his 
Wiſdom is pleaſed to lay on them, 2s « healing Plai- 
ſer, 2 Sam. 11.1, Cart. 5,49, 4 Kg. nn, 
3, 4. with Per. 39. Lam. 1.17. 12.1.5. 2 Cor. 
13. 7. 


Ver, 68, 
Thou art goods and doft good, teach me thy Statutes, 
Of. 68, 


Gods goodneſs rewards us, ſhould induce us to turn 
aur hearts towards him, Jof. 24. 14+ Kon. 2, 4. 


Ver. 69. 


The pron! bor forged « lie againit mt : btt 1 wil keep 
*# Precepts with my whole beart. 


Ob/. 


(65) 
| Obf. 69 
They that will be the ſervants of Truth, muſt ex- 
pect, and therefore not regard: the flangrous words, 
ana falie reports of wicked men, Fer, 20, 10, 2 Sam, 
16.5. Nib:.6.6, 2 Cor. 6.89, 
Ver. 70. 


Their beart is as fat as gierſt, but I delight in thy 
Law, 


Obſ, 70. 


When ethers contemn and deſpiſe the Ways of God, 
then is the e1me tor the leryants of God moſt highly 
to priſe them, 3 K/ng.1$.17. apd 19.10. Atts 28.27. 


Ver. 71- 


It is goo! for me that I have been afflified * that 1 
mght lars thy Statutes, 


Obſ. 71+ 
Affiigions are good and wholſowe potions, to purge 
the unconftant hearts of the Sons of Men, of Igne- 
rance and Error, Hib, 12. 9, 10, 11+ 


Ver. 73. . 


The liw of thy Month is bitter ute mt, then thesſand; 
of Gold and Siluer- 


6bf, 


(66) 


Obſ. 72. 


A true {crvant of God will be hired at no rate, to 
renonnce the hope and confidence, which he hath of 
obtaining the recompenc: of reward, promiled by 
Cirilt ro rhole that believe on hum, Hy. 5. 13. 
Joo 5.17. 


Part x0, Ver. 73. 


Thy hauds bave mie me and faſhioned me, grove me 
wal: flarding, tht 1 may learn thy Commandments. 


Obſ. 73- 


, 

The ſervants of God do rightly underſtand, and 
apprehend the end for which they were crened and 
born, Job, 18. 37, 2 Cor. 5+ 14, 15, Epveſ. 4+ 19. 


Ver. 74. 


They that ſear thre, will be glad when thiy [re my 
becauſe I hive bopen 33 thy 1107, 


Oy, 74- 


The truc ſqrv-nts of Gud dorcyoyce in one anothers 
company, Ys ev*r. to {ce one another, Erod. 4. 4+ 
x Sam, 19.2: G4. 18. t, 2, Licht 1. 39, 40, 415 
42,3. 


Ver. 7s. 


c 


I know, 9 Lord, that thy ys (gments are Tights aad 
that thas of 2 [utlſalſh hit aFfliAe1 mes . 
0b; 


4 


(67) 


OW. 75- 


Afﬀliions from God to his ptople, are « dranchrof 
the Covenant of Grace on Gols part, Pſal $9.30,34. 
Ges, 15, 33. 18. 

Ver, 76, 


Let I pray thee, thy mricy, © Lord, be for my conſo't,, 
according to) Hard wile thy ſervant. 


Ob. 76. 
The free and tender-mercies of the Lord. are well- 
ſprings of comfort to belicying fouls, Pſa, v5: 10+ 
Pſal, 51. 1, 2+ and 66, 20. aDd 103. 17, 


Ver. 77. 


Tet thy tender mereres come unto me, thit I may lives 
for t'y Law iz my delight. 


Obſ. 77. 

The ſweer and tender mercics of the Lord, do re- 
yive and quicken the drooping and dying ſpirizs of his 
ſervants, ſal. 27,13. foiah 2.7,8, Mat. 9. 36+ 

Ver. 7%; 

L*t th: proud be aſhamed, for thry deal perverſly with 

me, without 2 cauſe * but I will meditate ia thy Precepts 


0bſ+ 


( 68) 


Obſ. 78. 


The proud and haughty m_—__ of wicked ſpirirs, 
and angodly men towards the fervants of God, is 
without any juſt cauſe given by them, 1 Sam. 19. 5+ 
Job 2. 3. Pal. 69. 4. Job. 15. 25. 


Ver. 79. 


Let thoſe that fray the", twin wato me, ard thoſe that 
beve known thy Teſtimonies. 


Ob. 79. 


Thoſe that love and fear God themfelvyes, defire os 
be acquainted with orhers chac are {0 qual.ned, Cart, 
$3. 7. Mut. 3, 16- Aﬀi 19.29, Hib. 10. 33. 


Ver. $0, 


Let my beart be ſod in thy Statutes, that I be not 
sſhame 4, 
OJ. vo, 
The deceitfulneſs and unſoundneſs of mans heart 
in the wayes of Gods maketh ſo many Apoſtatiſe and 


Backflide (as do) both from him and his waycs, 
Pſal, 78, 7. Jer. 8, EF. If.: 44- 20, HY. T. I6. 


Part x1. Ver, $1, 


- wc f-intah ſor thy ſalcation, but I bope in thy 
B . 


ol, 


(69) 
©. $x 


As when a woman with child, longing for any thing, 
is faint and ready to [woon, ſo a foul that hath loog- 
ing deſires after Chriſt, and is dclaid rhe injoymenc 
of him, is often ſenſible ot ſpiritual faintings, Gen. 
45+ 26. Iſa. 40. 29. Fer. $. 18. Lan. $. 17, 


Ver. 8 Z, 


Mine eyes ſail for thy ward : ſayiig, when wil: thow 
comſort me ? 


0b. $2, 

As God exerciſeth his patience for the converſion 
of finners, So after they are converted, he exerciſerh 
their patience in making them wait for the accompliſt= 
ment of his promiſes. P/al, 69, 1, 2, 3. 1s. 38.14. 

Ver. $2. 


For 1 am betome like a botile in the ſmock * yet do 
not forget Ny Slatults. 


0b. $3 


God doth oftentimes (acccordirg to his wiſdome) fu 
long delay and defer to anſwer the expeRation of his 
Servants in t"eir Petitions, that the inward comfort of 
their hopes ſeems to be quite drycd op. Pſal. 105.17, 
Iſc+ 50, 16, Hab. 1. 2, 


Yer, 


(70) 


Ver. $4. 


How mary ave the cay's of thy Seryat + when wlle 
thou execute juignent 07 them that perſeciute me 7 


0b. 84. 


Alrhough God do for 2 time (to try the patience of 
his ſervants) delay the fulblling of hus prom. ſes to the 
ſatisfying their deſires in the things they pray fory yee 
will he in due rime certainly grant the defires of their 
foul, Ex0.13. 17» 41, 42, 51. Lu, 18.1. 


Ver. $e. 


The proud bave diggtd pits ſor me © which are not aſter 
thy L.w. 


0b. 85. 


Pride js a capital fin, leading a foul from God and 
his waycs, and therefore no wonder that the Pſalmiſt 
doth fo ofren meet with proud finners in the front of his 
enemies, ſtand in his way to oppoſe and hinder him 
from going forwards in the way of Gods command- 
ments. Pſal, 36. 11, Pro. 16. 18, Dan. 5. 18. Ex-. 
26. 49. Mal, 4. 1: 


Ver. $6, 


All thy Commandments ave faithſall and true, they per= 
ſecute me wrong fully, belp thou me. 


0b. 


\ 


(71) 
Ob, $6. 


Gods Commands to the Sons of M:n, being faith« 
full and true, may at no hand be diſputed by them, 
yer notwithſtanding they do ſo, ard not only fo, but 
ro aggravate their fin, chey unjuſtly perſccute thoſe 
that doc oblerye and keep them. Phyll. 2. 14. 1 Cor. 
I, 20, 


Ver. $7. 


They had almoit corſum:d me won earth : but 1 {ore 
ſook not thy Precepts, 


0b. $7, 

The greareſt lufferings and ſharpeſt perſecutions 
that Men or Devils can deviſe or inflict upen the faich- 
full Servants of God, arc too light and roo blunt ro 
ſuppreiſe heir fait!y, or cur off hope which they have 
in Jeſus Chriſt, Pſal, 44- 17. 2 Cor, 4- 8. 

Ver. $8. 


Quicken me after 'tly loving kindn:ſſes ſo ſhall 1 keep 
the Teſtimonies of thy Mouth, 


0b. $8, 


As Men and Devils are full of ſpice and hatced r9- 
wards the Servants of God, whereby they cnacavour 
to make their lives bitcer and uncomfortab! : ; ſo on the 
other fide, God is full of love and kindneſs, wherewich 
he quickens cheir (pjrits, and ſupports chem againſt 
it. Iſa, 43+ 2, 3. 3 Cor, 13. 19, Dan, 3. 24. 


" Part 


72) 


Par: 12. Ver. $9. 


For tutr, O Lord, thy Word 15 ſetlcd is Heaven, 


05, *g. 


A Beleiver knowing that Gods Word is unchangi* 
ble, being ſertied in Heaven by a frm Decree, rakes 
up a firm reſolution in his own Soul ſtedtaſtly to ads 
here coir. Pſal. 138. 2. 7ob, 23. 13. Fxya, 6, 11. 
Ls. F. 5. F/al. 119. 160, 


Ver. 95, 


Thy faithſulnſs is unto all generations, tiow baſt rftc» 
bliſhed the earthyand 11 abideth, 


| Ob, 99. F, 
Whether the Sons of Men will believe in God, and 


rurn their feer to his Commandments, or nor, it avails 


not, Gods Word and wayes continue unalterable, that | 


therefore is the only truth which hath continucd from 
generation to generation, Heb, 13. 8. 


Ver. 91. 


They. continue this day according to thize Ordinances: | 


for all are thy Scrwants. 
0, or. 


The whole Creation(firfull man excepredJcontinue 
w ſerve God in the courſe of that nature wherein 
they were at firſt created and made, Pſal, 1g. 1, 3 
IJs, 8. 3. Jer. 8. 7. Ver. 


” 


(723) 


Ver, 92, 


periſhed 1n mice affiifGion, 


wales thy Lew hai been my dalight : I ſhould then have 


Ob, 93. 


One end. for which God hath given his Word unts 
his Servants, and ofie main priviledge which they oþ- 
tain thereby, is, that they may comfort themſelves 
with the promiſes' thereof, in the ctime of their aſfli- 
Rions, and in the day of their ſorrow. Jo. 16. ut: | 
1 Theſ. 4, 16, fer. 8. 18, wich c, x5. 16+ 


Ver. 91. 


I will never forget thy Precepts : ſor with thits thew 
baft quickened me. 


00. 93. 

They that are often exerciſed in reading and medi 
tating on Gods (acted Laws 3nd Preceprs, do ſore- 
times feel ſuch inward joy and revivings of [pirig,which 
they can never forget / all their life after, 1/2, 13+ 3+ 
Jer. 15. 16. 405.13. 52. 1 Pi, 18, Pſa. 13745- 

' ., Ver. 94+ 
I an thine, ſave me * ſor 1 have ſought thy Pretepre. 
0h, 94. 
s 


They that draw nigh *to God in keeping his Pre» 
4epts, do ax laſt find themſclyes to be nearly related 
I % 


(94) 


to himy which by infallible evidences they are able to 
make out ſeveral wayts, 1 As Servants. 2 As Friends, 
As Sons and Daughters. 4 As cſpouſed ro him. 
13, 3. Pſal. yoy. Jo 11.11. Fr. , 24, Cant, ; 
$.1, Jo. 15.14. 2006.18, Hy. 2. 


Ver, 95. 
The wicked heave waited for me, ts deflyey me © but 1 | 


will confider thy Teſtimonies, 
0b. 95. 


 Gracelefſe rien, and wicked ſpivics tenſpirt, ad 
watch nitics to x vine and deſtroy the rrue and 
Faithfull Servants of Jeſus Chriſt. Jer, 30. 16, Das, 
6. 11, In. 6,7. ARS 19. 24. 


Ver. 96. 


I bave ſeen an end of all perſeRfion, but thy Comm an- 
mew us exceeding broad. 


0h, 96. 

The Sairic char ever lived when the fact of 
the earth, never arrained ro ſuch a perfeRion of price, | 
ſo as to be exempred from obedience to Gods com- | 
mands, Phil.z, $. Heb. 5. $. 1 Pet. 1. 2, 

Part r4. Ver, 97. 


© boy 1 love thy Law, it is ny Meditation all the dy. * 


| 
"Y 
' 


4 
| 
| 


(75) 


0b, 97. 


They that hive i erue and inward love ro the Tt: 
of Got, care nat how tnuch they medicare thereert, 
wor how often they ſpeak thereof, Pſal,24. 4. Pſal. k, 
1,3. and 71, 24. Ls. 2, 36, 37+ 

Ver. gb. 


Thos, through thy commend ents haſt rade me wiſer 
then all mint ecemics : for they arc ever with me. 


0. yt. 
fi. Fog As to attain rruc wildeme, is ro learn and 
wws of God. Deut, 4,6: Pal. x. 10, 
—1 19.7. Pro: 13. 7. 
Ver. 99. 


I bavt more waderſtauding thas all my teachers : ſor 
thy Ceſtimanaes ave wy wedrcatioss. 


0. 

The coly way co excell in wiſdome, is to prefer the 
do&rin of Gods Laws before any orher learding. Mt 
19. 7, Þ. Aﬀs 7. 1. Aft; C. 10. 

p Ver. 100. 
1 underftaxd mort thes the} Ancimts + becauſe 1 keep 
thy Preceps. . 


0b, 


(76) 
O06, ”__ 


Hu wildome cannot reach the d of divi 
_— "1 14. 14. Job-32. 1 _ __ 
the end, and chap. 2. 4, ——— and chap. 3, 13, Mat. 


Ti. 25- 


Ver. 101. 


1 beue refrained my feet from every evil way © that 1 
m7 keep thy word, | 


Oh, 101, 


They that would keep themſelves from the a&s of 
fin ; muſt do what can to avoid the occcafions of 
fin. Pro, 1. 16, 15. Pal, 1. 1. Pro. 4. 14. 15, Mer. 
IF, 66. 


Ver, 103, 
I have not departed from thy judgments © for thes batt 
tang bt me, 
Op. 102. 


So precious is the Word of God to a believing ſoul, 
thar he will nor part. with it at any rate, Pſal. $4. 16. 
Pro. 6. 10, 11, Heb. 11. 25. 


Ver. 103» 


' Bow fwact is thy word nate my mouth © yea, meager 
then bory to my taſte, na, 


Ver. 


A 


(97) 
ON. 163, 


Nothing is ſweeter then the Word of the Lord. 
Pſal. 19. 104 Pro. 16. 24. Cant, 2, 3. and chap. 7. 6. 


Ver. 104. 


Throwzb tby Precepts: 1 git underſtanding : therefore 1 
bate every [alſe way. 


Ob. 104. 


There is ſuch as antipathy berwixt truth and errors 
that they that arc friends to the former, cannot but 
be enemies to the lecrer, 4 Chros: 19. 2. Pſal. 97.10- 
2 C#Y. 19, 9. "P/al. 149. 21. 


Part £4. Ver, los. 


Thy Word is « Lany anto my Feet © and 4 Light wite my 
Paths. p 


Ob. 10s; 
The Word of God is rhe ground of a Chiiſtian,and 
the rule of his life, Joe 13. 46, Als 36. 32. » Pct, 
1.19, 20. Ifs.'8: 201 and th, 30. »0. 


Ver. 106, 


I have ſworn, a«d will perſorm it * that 1 will keep thy 
/1ghtcous (de ments, 


Ob. 


(78) 


| Oh, 166. 


Sarted vous do oftentimes beget ſound obedience, 
and Rrong reſolutions, ſtgur periormances, | Ges. 28, 
$9. chap. 3!, 13.' and 35. 1- 1527, 1. 11, 20, 
Nam), 21, 2. 


Ver. 107. 


I am affiitcd very much, quicken me,O Lord 2tcoramg 
to thy Word. 


Ob, '107- 


A Chriſtian may be ſenſible of, and {cel the ſmoare 
of aflitions, and yer be neither diſcomceneed nor im» 
patient under them, Pal. 49. 10, 11. Iſa. 26, 16, 
17, Mat. 26. 37» 38. 


Ver- 10s. 


Actepe 1 beſceth thee , the ſriewill offcrings of wy 
maith, O Lord ; aid trach me thy judgments, 


0b, 108, 


Thar Soul which by faich is made ſcnfable of his be- 
ing freely juſtified by che Grace of Chriſt from the 
guilt of fin, cannot be ſo ungratefull, bur to return 
/ome 'freewill offering er other to God firit, Iſal, 
LMI6- 12, and £4. C. 


| 


a 


(79) 


Ver, 109, 
My ſoul is continually in my band : yet do 1 net forget 
thh Law, | 


0b, 1094 


A true belicver will/ expoſe hicaſeli ro any danger, 
rather then deny or reapunce the Lay of his Das, 
3, Ms 20. 33, | 


Ver. 110» 


The wick'd have laid « ſnare for me : yit 1 erred na 
from thy Prevepts, 


@. [19, 


The Devil will not ſuffer wicked men to reſt quiet 
in theiz common fans, but keeps rhem qr ae bo and 
bulied in wilchievoys works, to prejudice the innocent 
ſervants of God. Exe. 1.8. Mat.2, Alls 23. 12, 13, 
14. Dan. 6. rn Tv). I, 141 15+ 


Ver. nl, 


Thy teſtimonits have 1 takes a3 an beritage ſor evir 2 
[01 they are the rejaycing of my heart. 


0b. 11. 


The true knowledge of divine myſterigs, is ſuch a 
trealure, and doth fill the ſoul with ſuch joy, gives him 
luch latisfaRion which no earthly heriage can give. 
Ls, JO, ult, Rev. 3. 18. Phi. 3.7,8. 

ET 


Ver. 


(30). 


Ver. 112. 


1 beve int lined #y beart to perform thy Ratutts ©: oven 
unto the cad, 


Ob. 112, 


True ſan&ifying grace inclines the hearrs of thoſe 
that have ir, to perſevere, and hold our to the end in 
their dutiful obedience to the Laws and Ordiriances of 
Ged. Rev. 2.10, Mal, 28, 20. 

Part x5. Ver. 113. 


I bate vain thoughts : but thy Law do I love. 


Ob. 113. 


Whatſoever is direfly oppofite to the Law of God, 
is downright vanity. 1 Sam; 12. 21. 2 Kjr. 17, 11. 
tot, 1f5, Pſal. >. 1, Aat. 15.9. 1 Tim. 1,6, 


Ver. 114. 


T-oz & t my þ:dang plates and oo I bope in thy 
grad. 
Ob. 114 


The ſame that Gods was te Abraham, the ſame he 
is ro all che. fajthfull, Gen. 15.1, Dat. 33. 29. 
z% San, 32. 3. Pjdh. 115. 9» 10, 11, 


ww = 


($1). 


Ver. 115, 


pepart from 12 Je £4 doers © for I will keep the cam- 
mandments of my God. 


Ob. 115. 


They that fear God and keep his commandments, 
ncither can nor will hold any correſpondency in ſpiris 
eval things with choſe that turn afide from them. Jev. 
10.1. Mal, 3. 13, to the end, 


Ver. 116, 


upheld me a:cording to thy word, that I may live * and 
lit me not be aſhamed of my bope, 


Os, 116, 


God will ſurely uphold rhoſe that hold forth the 
ruth of his Word, nor ſhall rhey in rhe end be diſap- 
pointed of the good things which they have hoped for. 
Rey. 2. 10. 17, chap. '3.f, 11:13. 


$ Ver., 117+ 


Hold thos nc wu, and 1 ſhall be ſaſe : and 1 will bave 
reſpeft wato thy Statutes continually, 


Ob. 117. 


They - whom God upholds, cannot fall, and except 
he do» uphold us, we tannot ſtand; Sampſon, 7ues 16. 
Per, Iſa, 5o. 9, 10. Cant, Þb. 5. 


Ver. 


($2) 


Ver. 1 1s, 


Thaw baſt treddin down all them that do err [rom thy 
$atates : for their deceit 15 falſbood, 


Of. 118, 
| God will ſurcly tread down thoſe chat rrample wp- 
an his Ordinances, and caſt away tho!c that lay akde 
ag Lav2, Aus 5,11. Exch. 36.13. Hel. 16, It, 
Ver. 119. 


Tho. puitift away 4 the wicked of the Earth like 
$0 thafore 1 owe thy Teflanones, 


0b/. 119. 
. ' " . » 6 
There is as much difference betwixt wicked men, 


and juſtified fanners, as there 18 berwixt &rols, and the 
pureſt rekned merals, Exch. 22+ 17, 18. Provizq-16. 


Ver. 126, 
My fleſh tremblcth ſar fear of thee, and 1 am afraid 
of thy judgment x, 
Ol. 120, 


The trne fear of God for rhe preſents begers Ecer- 
nal ſecurity for the future ; ſo that if we can bur 
truly fear God, who is aboye all, we need not fear 
men nor devils at all, Aft. wo. 28, 1/51, 7, 8. 


Ver. 


- 


(83) 


Part Ig. Ver. 121. 


x bave dove juſtice and judgments letre we war to 
mize Oppreſſors. 


ILL 
The fruits of rrue Grace, are the works of Trach, 
and Righccouſnels, and God will never leave, nox 
forſake thoſe that exerciſe. rhemſclyes therein, Fer. 
®z. 15, 16. 
Ver. 123 


, Be ſartty for thy ſeryant for good ; let not the proud 
wpreſs me. 


Obſ. 122, 


The cauſe of trur i :ligian, is Gods own concerg 
and Intereſt, Nun t. Aft5g.1. 


Ver. 133, 
Mive & 7 | valuation, atd for the ord of 
thy Rigbte: 4 bij ++ 
uf. 133. 


The people of God arc a waiting people, waiting 
upon him under every diſpenſation of Providence; 
and from Age to Age expeRting till the work of Righs 
cecuſneſs be cſtabli in the carth, Proc. Þ. 34. 
Pſal. 37.7; 2 Pet 3.13, 


Ver 


<> —- 


Deal with thy Servant accordeng to thy mercy : and 
teach me thy Statutes. 


OV. 124. 

Meicy is « figners pita, which being obtained, the 
love of-it draws him co a faichful obſervation of 
Gods Commands, Pſal. 51.— and 43: 33 4+ 

Ver, 13g, | 


I an thy ſervant, give me waderftanding, that 1 may 
know thy Teftimozies. a 


Obſ. 125. 
Any true -Incereſt in God, gives the ſoul a privi- 


kedg to know his ſecrtts, Prove 1. 224 334. Pſal, 
25- 14. Das. 3. 16. 


Ver. 1465. 
It ifitime for thee, - Lord to work, for they beve mude 
!*W Law, 
O5/. 126, 


There iz.4 time coming, wherein God himſelf wil 
vindicate the rruch of his own Laws, againſt all per+ 
ſurg-whatſcever, that any manner of way cndeavour 
cs make them ve.d, Ila. 42+ 4, Ll, 2 Theſ. T. To 8. 


Ver, 


| 


(35) 


Ver. 147. 


Therefore 1 love thy Commandments abooe Gald +-yea, 
above fine Gold. 


Ob. 127. 


The rime of tryal to the ſcrvants' of Gods whethes 
they will keep his Commandments, or no, is wherh 
ethers generally deſpiſe and comeman them, Caleb aud 
Joſna, Numb, 11. 25, Fof. 6.66. 


Ver. 128, 


.P Therefore 1 eſteem all thy Precepts, concerning all things 
's be right * ard I hate every falſc way. 


Obſ, 1:8, 


As Gods love is univerſal to his ſervants, ſo their 
love and feſpeRts ought to be univerſal to his Come 
mands, Luke 3.6. Ads 3, 22. wh 


Part 279, Ver. 1249. 


Thy Teflimonics are wonderful, therefore doth my ſou 
keep them. 


OWf. ny, 


The,myſterics of Gods lovg to Mankig | id full 
of __ 1 Tim, 3.16. , we oh 


*S | 8. 


Ver, 


(36) 


Ver. 130, 


Yer eatrance of thy Words giutth Gebt { it yintth 04 
derſtaading to the prope. 


OY. 136. 
The beginning of "the work of cruc Grace: in the 
foat, is the Illumination of the mind, A#s 16. 18- 
z Cor, 3.14. Join. 9. 39. Heh. 10. 33. 


Ver. rz1. 


I opened my mouth, and panted © ſor I « ſr i 
ny 4 ſor 1 longed |, 


Obſ. 131» 


Ver. 13>. 


Look the upor me, and be merciſul unto me, a5 the» 
ofeft th db wxto thoſe that love thy Nene. 


' Obf. 133. 


The love of God in the light ef his Counrenance 
to « believirg foul, crpagerh hint to codeavonr the 
rerarns of love to his oy Name, Cit, 1. 2, 3+ 
4+ 19. 


Ver. 


(#7) 
Ver. 133. 


Order my ſteps in thy word, and let "0 any i iquity bave 
alomanion ovtr me, 


Ver. 133- 


God is not only a Light to his ſeryants feer, but al- 
fo a Guide to cher ſteps, orherwiſe they cannot eſcape 
the dominion of fin, Pſal. 31. 3. Iſa. 38, 11. Luke 
1.79. fe, 10, 24. Pal, 37.23. 


Ver, 134, 


Deliver me from the eypreſſion of man, ſo will 1 keep 
thy Precepts, 

Ob/. L134, 

Mthouph ir be a @hriftians duty robrar with pati- 
ence a'l the Crofts and Aﬀflitions which God is 
wo ro inflict vpn Him, yer it is nar walawful Tor 

im to pray againſt them, Ger. 32, 11. Mat.26-39. 
2 Cor. 13. 7, 8, 9. Fſal. 7. 


Ver, 137. 


Make thy Face ts ſhine won thy ſoruay, and teach 
me tby Statutes, 


Ol. 135. 


The light of Gods Countenante, and rhe er. 


TE of Divine Knowledg, are two of the greateſt 
b 


Gings, that any one can defire to enjoy in this 
Werld, 


(88) 
World, Pſal. 4. 6, 7. Numb. 6. 13,24, 25, 26. 
Pſal. 2, 6, 7. 


Ver. 136, 


Rivers of Waters run down mine &'s, becauſe mev 
keep not thy Law, 


Ob/. x36. 


A man that hath truc ſanftificd Grace, doth not 
onely grieve for his own, but for ochers fins, Fer. 
9.1, 3, Lyke 19+ 1444%. 2 San, ts. 33. 


Part 18. Ver. 137. 


Righteous art thou, 0 Lord, and upright are thy 
judgments. 


Off. 137, 
. 
Such as God is {n himſelf, ſuch are the Laws that 
iſue from him , Unchangeable, Rightcous, Holy, 
&c. Pſal. 11.7. 
Vet. 138, 


Thy Teflimonies which thoz beſt commanded, ave righ- 
teens, and very faithful. ; 


Obſ. 138. 


Gods commands are indiſputable by men, Gen, 22. 
3,>. Phil. v.14. Rev. 22. 19. 


Ver. 


(89) 
Ver. 139. 


My tal 'bath conſumed me + becauſe mine enenics 
.rve for gotten thy words, 


- Od. 13S. 


Truz and ſound zeal for God and his Law, doth 
trengrhen and fortitic a believing fout againſt all op- 
poſition, » K/ngs 10. 16. Numb. 25.11.13. Tit, 
2. 14. Gal. 4. 18>, 


Ver. 140. 
Thy word is wery pure * thevef ore thy ſarvant loweth it, 
OW. 140+ 


The purity of Gods word, is the ſole engagement 
Neathd and loye it, Pſal. 12. 6. and 19, 8+ Phil.4 v. 


Ver. 141. 
I am ſmal aid deſpiſcd:yer col not forg't thy Precezts. 
Obſ. 141. 
By how much a believing ſoul is hated agd oc 
{piled of the werld, by 'fo much the more doth he 


lave and reſpe:& the Word cf God, Neve. 3. 19, 20+ 
and 13.23, © the 30, 


Ver. 14, 


Toy Righteouſncſs is an eytriaſiing right touſurſt, an 
Gb 


| 19 Law is the truth, K Þ 


74 
Obſ. 142. 
Truth is the foundation , and Righteouſneſs rhe 


ſuperſtruture of Gods Laws, Iſa. 28. 36, 17, Fo. © 
14+16, 1C#. 3-11, Epleſ. 2. 30. 


Ver. 143- 


Trouble and angeiſh bave taken bold an me : yet thy 
Commandments are my del;ght, 


Obſ. 143- 


The Commandments of God are of ſuch excellency 
and worth to a belicving ſoul, that they adminiſter 
Joy to him in the midſt of all adverſitics, Rom. 15. 4- 
2 Cor. I. 3z 4 Ifa. 66. $., with Verſ. I7, I4+ I Theſe 
4- 18, 


Ver. 144- 


_ The righteouſneſs of thy Teſtimonics i; coerlaſting, * 
gioe re wnderflanding, and 1 ſhall live. 


Oly. I 44s 
A true underſtanding of Gods righttous Judgments, 


doth pur lite ang vigor into the drooping {zirirs of the 
Lergs ſcryants, Aﬀts 8. 26, tothe cnd. Dis, 10. 9, 


Iz My 2+ 
| 
T” Ver, I45- 
| I cried with my w le beart : beay mt, © Lovd, I will | 
Keep thy Statater, 2. | 
; ; | 0b/. 


(75) 


\ Off. 145+ 
| . Promiſes of obedience ro God (where true grace 5 
in the heart) are the undouberd conſequences of mers 


cies received from him, 1 Sen. 1. 56, 27, 18.” Grns 
28, 20. 


7 Ver. I46. 


I tried wato thee, fave me: and I will ktep thy 
Teftimanaes, 


ON. 146. 


Mercies of Preſervation do all for works of 'San- 
Rifcation, Brod. 13. 2, _ Lev. 11,44 


Ver, 147« 


ID © 


I prevented the dawrin; of the morning, axd cried * 

I boped in thy word. 
Ob. 147+ 

A true Chriſtian is ſo far from deterring che time 
% 4 doing his Duty, tht he is ofccncimes before-hand 
ne | with Ged in the performance of its fob 20+ 1,— 
Iz Acts IO, 214. Ih. 
Ver. 148. 


Mine eyes prevent the night Watches 3 that 1 might 


'f . K = 957. 


(92) 


Off. 148; 


* Man being byNature prone toSpiricual Nuggiſhneſs, 
is enabled by Grace, after his converſion, to ſtrive 
againſt its Cant, f. 2, 3, 4 


Ver. 149. 


Hear my voice, O Lord, according to thy loviny 
kinaneſ;: 0 Lord, "quicken me acrordivy to ry Judg- 
ment. 


Of. 149. 


Arrrue ſabmiſſion ro Gods will, conſiſts in the fouls 
nefignmere of himſelf co his wiſe _— 1 Sam. 
3.18, AMR; 20, 13, $3, 24. 


Ver. 156. 


p > Spring rich that follow aſttr miſchief * they are 
ar from thy Law. 


Obſ. w5o, 


They that delight in doing miſchief, have no crue 
acquaintance with Gods Jaws, 1 Sam. 2, 12. 1/4, 1.3- 
Pſal. 95. 10. 


Ver. 151, 
Toou #1: near, 0 Lord : and all thy commandments are 


iruth, 


66. 


(93) 


Ob, 151, 


Miſchief cannot be ſo near the ſervants of Ged for 
their ruin, as God is near for theus deliverance. Gin 
32, Is >. Pſal, 134 


' Ver. 152, 


Concernirg thy teftimonies, 1 baye knows of old : that 
tes bat foinded them for cucr. 


"Ob. 1573. 


As God is tru and dnchangeable {o are his Laws 
unchangeably rruc. | Mat. 3. 6. Jer. 2. 36. 


Part 20, Ver. 153, 


Conſi-er minte affliſlion, and deliver me *for 1 do u8t 
forget thy Law, 


Oh, 153- 

[cr is wiſdome in Gods ſervants in the time of rheis 
diſtre(ſes, ro make their addrefles wh-lly to him. 
1 Sam. 30. 6. 2 Chron. 20, 13. Ger. 32. 7,8, 9, 10, 
14. and chap, 35. 3. 

Ver. 154. 


Plead my cauſe and deliver me © quicken me according 
ts thy word, 


(78) 


Ob, If 4+ 


Wher: God pleads che cauſe of bis Servants, they 
wilihave cauſe enough to rejoyce in Spirit, Jſa, 3+ 
x0. with chap. Fi. 22+ and 65, 13,14. 


Ver. 15F, 


Salvation is {ar from the wicked * for they ſeek wot thy 
Aatutts, | 


09, Iff- 


They do. bur flarter themſelves in the hopes of their 
Salvation, that ragke .it not their mein buſineſs to en- 
quire afrer the Laws of their Redeemer, 1a. 29,133 
14. (hap. 50, 11. 


Ver. 156. 


Great ave thy texder mertics, O Lord © quick me ate 
cording to thy judgments. 


Ob, 156. 
.> Gods tnexcics to the ſons of racn, are paſt apprehen-» 
fon by them. 1/«. 55. 7. Pſal. $06.7, and 108. 4, 
Ex0. 15. 13. Pſal, 136m 
i. Ver, 157. 


Many 2/t wy perſecuter i,and mane e1emues : yet de 1166 
Kcc/me from thy teſtimonies. 


(79) 


Oh. 157. 


Fhey that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus,muft look 
for oppofition, truth hath alwayes had many enemies, 
Mat. $. 10, 1, 12, Afts 7. 57. and chap. 14. 21, 2, 


Ver. 158, 
| I beheld the tranſgreſſor5,Q.nd was grieved : becauſe tht 
kept not thy Low, 
Oh. 58, 
| That which 'is grief ro the ſpirit of God, cannot bur 
n be 2 grief to rhe ſpiric of his Servants, Pſal. 31. 18. 
\ Faalges 3, 1, 34 334+ 2 Sam 15.11. Neb. n3. 7, 8. 
Ver. 189. 
Conſider bow 1 love thy precepts © quickes me, O Lords 
, accordang ts thy loving Kindueſſe. 
0b. 129, 
So great is the profir, and ſo {weer are the comforts 
; of divine knowledge to a believing ſoul, chat there is 
; no end of his defires and longings after it. Phil:3.18. 


to 17. 2 Pct. 3. 1$- 
Ver. 160; 


Thy word: is true from the __— ad roy one of 
thy right cons judgnints enclureth ſor Corr, 


K 4 6b. 


(96) 


Ob. 168. 


That Doftrin which is moſt ancientyis the trueſt;& 
the Ordinances thereof, Ordinances of rightcouſneſſe: 
neither of which are to be made null whilcſt zhe world 
endurcth. Pſz! 100. wlt, Jer. 6.16. Mat. 13. 35. 


Part 21, Ver. 161, 


Princes bave prrſecuted me without a cauſe * but my 
ber: flandeth in awe of thy word. 


Ob. 161: 

The ryrennical Princes of the earth,neyer hag any 
juſt caule to exexciſc the cruelty of their perſecutions 
upon the Servants of God, nor have they ar any rime 
prevail'd »gainſt che ruth, though they have been 
never ſo bloody and violent in the proſecution of their 
bloody Laws ; 


Exemplified in C31, Pharozh, Pals Herod, and ſuce 
ceffive Tyrancs fince Chriſt, Þ 


Ver. 162. 
I rea): e at thy word,as one that fadetb great ſpoil, 


Ob, 162. 


No outward {liciry can more rejovce the heart of 
werldly men: then the (aving knowledge of Gods word 
doth the ſouls of his ſeryants. Pſal. 4 6, 7, 1/4 4%» 
Yr, and 16,1213. 14. 


Ver. 


| 


(97) 


Ver, 163. 
That and abbor lying * but thy Law ds 1 lows, 
0b. 163. 


Wharſoever is direQly oppoſite, and contrary to the 
Law of God, is hatcful to the ſouls of thoſe that love 
the ruth, Pſal. 97. 10, Pſa}, tot, 3. 


Ver. 16 4+ 


Seve times a day do 1 piciſe thee 3 becauſe of y 
righteous judgments. 


Ob. 164. 


As often as # believing ſoul doth ſeriouſly 
the rightcoulneſs of Gods Laws ; ſo often doth he ad» 
mireand praiſe the wiſdome thereof, Lu, 4, 3» 1/2 
25. 1, Pſal. 219. 18. 1/z. 56, 16. 


ſ 


Ver. 165. 


Great Peate beve they that love thy Law ©: and natining 
ſhall offend them. 


0b. 16s, 


The true ſanRified knowledge of Gods Laws, doth 
give the ſoul unſpeakable ſatisfaRien, P/al. 2g, 1 Cor. 
Z, 62 7, $, 9. \ 


($2) 
Ve. 166. 


Lord, I haut beped for thy ſalvation * and bave deat thy 
commandme it :. : 


Ob. 166, 


A Chriſtians truc hope for {alvarion, is accompart- | 
ed with truc-and found obedience tro Chrifts come | 


mands. L4.6. 46. 1 70. 3 3, 4: 5+ Pſal. 73. 24: 
Ver. 167. 


* My ſoul hath keat thy teſtimonies : and 1 love them ex- 
ceedine!y. 


0b. 168. 


The ſacred arid fanRified love bf a Believers heart ro 
the Teſtimonies of Gods mourh, are the Rrongeſt ob» 


ligations that bind him. ro keep them, Jo. 14. 159. 


21, Zz 23, 2&- Cant. 8, 6, 7 
Ver, 168. 


Theve kept thy Precepts and thy Teftimonies * ſor all 
my wayes are before thee. 


M Gb/. 168, 


A fincere heart defires to be thar in ſecret with God, 
as heis in publick ; to be that in his very heart and 
foul, as he is in words ; to be that inwardly, as he is 
outwardly: and can as truly grieve for 2 lecret corrup= 
tien, as fer a fin that he doth commir in the view of 


| 


' 
l 
; 


(83) 
the world, Pſal, 19,12, Pſal, 51.6. Cant, ». 14; 
Jen, 13. 24. 


Parr 34. Ver. 169. 


Let my tvy come near before thee, © Lord © pine me wi« 
derſtazaing according to thy word. 


0b. 169. 


As Prayer is a duty belonging to every Chriſtian, 
ſo it is requiſite and neceffary chat he underſtands hims 
ſelf in-the performance of this dury. 's Cor. 14 15. 
Prov. 3. 7+ Pſal, 47-7. and 49. 3+ 


Ver. 170. 


Let my ſupplication come before thee + deliver me ac« 
cording to thy word. 


0h. 170, 
The work of faithfull Prayer, is roger the hearr as 
near to God as poſſibly may be. Pſal. 66. 18, 19; 


and $6, 11, and 73. 28. and 69.13, 19, 7a. 4,8. 
Heb. 10, 33, with (bad. 4+ I6- 


Ver. 191, 
My lips ſball utter praiſe , wen thou baſt taught mt 


thy Rtatutes, 
Ob, 171, 
Thoſe whom God hath raught, by his Starures, to 


| walkin his wayez,their hearts and lips arc full of his 
praiſes, . 


( 100 ) 


prazſie,” Pſal. ns, 22 23+ and 105. 45, JO. 33. 
= He" 


Ver. 173. 


My tongue ſhall ſpeak of thy wars : ſor all thy cam- 
nandmes are righteouſneſs. 


Ob. 172. 


The conſideration of the righteouſneſs of Gods 
Laws, cmboldens the profeſſors -aud practitioners 
thereof, to open their mouchs in vindication of them 
Pfal. 145.17. Kon. 1, 16. Pſal. 46.9. Is. 51.78, 


| Ver. 173- 
It thine band keep me : for 1 have choſes thy precepts, 
Ob. 173+ 
They that put ro their helping hand, to advance 
Gods righteous Laws, may b* bold and corfidens of 


divine affiſtance, to go through with their work. 1/a« 
43+ I, x. Rev. 1. 9+. to the end. 


Ver, 174. 


I haws ienged for thy ſal: ution © and thy Law is my dee 


©). 17 4+ 


They whoſe hearts do rake delight in ſcarching af- 
ter Gods, Law arc* in the mean time tull of longing 
dcfires after that Salvation which God bath promiſed 


to 


(tory. 
te thoſe that keep them, Pſal.!4.2. 2. and B85. 9. and 
116, 13, Heb. 6. 9, 10, 1 Pet, 1. 9, 16. 2. 294 30+ 


Ver. 1795. 
L.tt my ſoul live, ayd it (hall praiſe thee * and let ty 
judgments help me. 
Gb. 178- 


Sacred praile is the end of all holy duties, Pſal.4. 
7. compared with 1 Thy. 4. 14, 15,16, 17+ 
Rev. 19. v.1i.ro8, 


Ver. 176. 


I hav? gore aſtray like a loſt ſheep, ſeek thy ſervant : for 
j do a6 forget thy commandment 1. 


0b. 176. 


There is not ons of the Servants of God upen carth, 
be he never ſo righteous, bur ſome times, in lore 
things, hath. erred and gone aſtray, Fa, 3. 3. Keele. 
7, 20, 1 rh a. 3% 


FINIS. 


